ALL THE DIFFERENCE

I have been thinking about writing a history of the ceramics program at the University of Akron for several months but now that I am starting on June 25, 2006, I feel that it is a daunting task.  I’m not an historian and I would feel much more at home in my studio.  However taking stock is important at this time. Ceramics as a discipline has become more sophisticated and at the same time more diverse.  The first comprehensive text for teaching history of craft, “20th C American Studio Crafts” written by Bruce Metcalf and Janet Koplos is due out in fall of 2009.  The National Council on Education for the Ceramic Arts   http://nceca.net/ and the American Craft Council   http://www.craftcouncil.org/ each included panels on craft criticism during their most recent national conferences.  Garth Clark, perhaps ceramic’s most well known historian and prophet is predicting that the specialized teaching of ceramics may become a thing of the past because of the blurring of boundaries between traditional art forms.
In 2001, CODA (Craft Organization Development Association 
http://www.codacraft.org/dnn/ published an economic impact survey in 2001.  According to the survey ceramics contributes 19% of what was estimated to be a 14 billion dollar a year craft industry.  At the same time there is more evidence from writers such as Richard Florida and Daniel Pink, that artists (including ceramic artists) are more important to the economy than most people have ever suspected.  To some extent the ability of schools like the Myers School of Art to continue to receive support from the state legislature and from the Akron community depends on knowing what has been successful.  In other words we need to know how our alumni are doing and to what extent we have been able to have a positive affect on their lives and careers.  Perhaps the more important question is:  “how can we continue to have a positive affect?’  

This history intends to be a record not only of who was here and when but of what happened.  It can include feedback from  you.  We hope that any factual errors we have made will be gently corrected and most importantly, that anecdotes from those who participated in the program will be added.  I urge everyone who has a part of the memory of this collective experience we call the ceramic program to contribute to this history.  Please email me with corrections and additions at dwebb@uakron.edu    Each of you made a decision at some point in your life to become an art major.  Many of you spent a lot of time learning the art of ceramics.  That decision to take the road less traveled has, I hope made “All the Difference”    As we look toward the 2007-2008 year, the Myers School is poised for exciting developments and this seems a good time to take stock and record events and facts that could be lost.          

Let’s go back to the first art classes taught at the forerunner of the University of Akron, Buchtel College, founded in 1870.  Every student who applied to Buchtel College had to submit a drawing (part of a liberal arts education).  There was no art major but art classes were offered in “the old Buchtel College Art School”.  A number of notable Ohio artists were students or taught at the Buchel College.  Among them was May Fairchild Sanford who studied for a year in New York City under William Merritt Chase. Stanford joined the faculty of Buchtel College in l900.  The following year she was put in charge of the Buchtel Art School.  Fannie A Parmelee was a teacher of “ornamental branches” at Buchtel College in 1874 and 75.  Gertrude Lewis was a china decorator and art teacher.  In January 1893 Lewis was engaged as a pottery decorator at Kirkham Pottery Works located in Barberton.    By the 1920’s the art department was headed by Jane Barnhart- the only full time faculty member.  She was an alumna of the Buchtel College Art School, Boston School of Design, Cleveland School of Art, the Art Students league of New York and Columbia University.  Barnhart earned her bachelor of education degree form Akron University in 1928 and a master’s in the same subject in 1930.  In about 1921 Barnhart visited John Singer Sargent who was working on a commission for Harvard University.  The commission was to paint two murals depicting Harvard men killed in World War I.
[image: image1.jpg]



In 1945 Emily Davis became chair of the art department.
  Davis was the only full- time faculty, however Rena Nancy Cable and Jane Barnhart also taught part time. The art department was housed in Phillips Hall, an Italianate home, built in 1881.  It was the oldest building on campus.  When Phillips Hall was torn down to make room for a new engineering building the department moved to a temporary home off campus. (This temporary home may have been a Quonset hut left over from the war.) Finally in the spring of 1950, Emily moved the art department to a new home located on the top floor of the library annex.  There was a new ceramic studio with a kiln, a spray booth, damp boxes and an air-brush complete with a ventilating fan.  For the first time the department had adequate space for displaying finished art works.  
 “In the best artistic tradition the walls of the department are done in pastel colors, aqua in the offices, yellow for the halls and closets and green or gray for the classrooms.  The woodwork is blond and so are the modern style tables and chairs.” 
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 Emily taught everything:  weaving to interior design students, drawing, painting sculpture, collage, mural painting, graphic design and ceramics; everything required by the art education majors. P.R. Miller, Akron’s junkman artist was her student and ceramics lab assistant.  He gives Emily credit for mentoring him through school.
                                     Owed 2 Emily

A wize N’ Wizzend Woman

Sitting behind a Very Cluttered desk in a Very Cluttered office,

In a Very Cluttered hallway 

With Very Cluttered rooms

Full of Very Cluttered things

And many Cluttered people

With Very Cluttered minds

In a Very Cluttered town

In a Very Cluttered world

And She

Said to Me,

“We adore chaos because we love to produce order”  M.C. Escher

Said I to She,

Who’s HE—Said She, NOW

The learning can begin!

She pulled out a Kent

(with the micro-nite filter)

Fired it up, engulfed 3 liters of carcinogous, ionized tobacco vapors,

And in a thoughtful hesitation,

EXHALED the entire cloud,

At my face, and said,

“Learning cannot take place unless curiosity is present,

You have shown curiosity.

Now, go find out, yourself”

And off I went to discover the Wisdom.

Emily Davis was—

A Wise, Educated Matron of the art world of Akron in the late 60’s

P. R.Miller December 2006

  During Dr. Davis’ tenure the BFA program was begun.  The class of 1958 commissioned Dr Davis and Malcolm Dachiell, the school’s sculpture professor to create a glass mosaic that was installed in the stairway of the Gardner Student Center.
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In 1968 or 69 the art department moved to Schrank Hall South.   Michael Vatalaro was in the class that began as freshman in 1968.  Michael believes that he and his classmates who graduated in 1972 were the first to receive the BFA degree from the University of Akron.  Between 1970 and 1971 Emily hired seven new faculty. Tom Webb a recent graduate from the University of Michigan was hired to teach sculpture when Malcolm Dashiell died.  Donna, Tom’s wife was still enrolled in the University of Michigan’s, MFA program in ceramics when they arrived in Akron. Dr Davis continued to teach ceramics and weaving until fall of 1970 when Larry Calhoun (MA University of Iowa, 1961) was hired to teach ceramics. 
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Caption from left to right and back to front:  Jean Appleby, Mike Vatalaro, Scott Zahr, Carol Kuruc (only eyes are visible), Bill Neuman, Peg Averill, Larry Calhoun, Pat Jolley and Mary Maxwell.

(Please let us know how to complete the list of names for the caption)

“In 1970 I took an independent study class from Dr. Davis.  I wrote a paper on Marcel Duchamp.  Dr Davis criticized the paper for not being creative enough.  It was so interesting for a young hippie graduate student to receive that kind of encouragement from a  tough, chain smoking, administrator who was completely at ease being the boss of her growing and mostly male faculty.   At the end of the day Dr. Davis would often be seen checking the classrooms and studios, especially ceramics to make sure they were all secure. If you wanted to compare Dr. Davis to some kind of animal, it would have to be a bull dog, she was pugnacious and determined.  She was also appealing and loyal. Dr Davis retired as chair of the Art Department in 1973.”

                                                Donna Webb 
1970-1979
Fall 1970
Larry Calhoun was hired to teach ceramics.  Larry allowed Donna Webb who was still a student in the MFA program at the University of Michigan to work in the studio during the year 70-71. Michael Vatalaro was among those in Larry’s first advanced class.

Spring 1971   Advanced Ceramics included Mike Vatalaro, Peg (Averill) Kerr, Scott Zaher.  
Fall 1971   Advanced Ceramics:  Mike Vatalaro, Peg (Averill) Kerr, Scott Zaher.  
Spring 1972  Advanced Ceramics:  Mike Vatalaro, Peg Kerr, Scott Zaher, Jean Appleby. Michael Vatalaro, later to become chair of the ceramics department at Clemson University produced a document while he was a student of Larry Calhoun titled “Some Costs for Setting up a Pot Shop”.  His total was about $1200.00 which included bricks and “good carborundum shelves” for the kiln he would build, a wheel, clay and glazes mostly all from local suppliers like AP Green, Cedar Heights Clay and Standard Ceramics Supply.

Larry’s students built a gas kiln in the kiln room in Schrank Hall in 1971-72.

 Jean Appleby traveled to Greece.  
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Fall 1972   Mike Vatalaro and Ron Desmett began a pottery studio in Michael’s parents’ basement on Dan Street.  They were joined in Jan 73 by Jean Appleby. The pottery moved to Peninsula, OH in 1974. 
 Donna and Tom Webb moved into Carol Kuruc’s house on Granger Road in Medina.   Along with Patrick Powers, Jude Powers and Carol Kuruc, they started the artists coop, The No Harm Dirt Farm.  
Larry’s students’ had a sale of their work in the ceramic studio.  This may have been the first student pottery sale.
SPRING 1973

Spring 1973   Mike Vatalaro had a one person show at the Akron Art Institute.  Jean Appleby graduated with a BFA with an emphasis in ceramics.  Donna built an oil burning kiln at the No Harm Dirt Farm on Granger Road in Medina.  
Summer 1973 Jean Appleby attended Penland, a crafts school in North Carolina.  The participants lived in a large log cabin and shared the workload.
Fall 1973   
Mike Vatalaro began graduate school in ceramics at Alfred University. 
Spring 1974  

 We need information here!
Fall 1974  
Steve Bayliss became head of the Art Department.

Jean Appleby and Ron Desmett opened their pottery studio and shop in Peninsula, on the corner of Riverview rd. and rt. 303.  They built a 70 cubic foot gas kiln in what used to be an auto repair shop.
 “A big influence on me was Larry Calhoun who taught me ceramics at Akron U.   He gave me the insight that being an artist is not a 9 to 5 thing but a life-style and a way of looking at things”.

Orianna Webb was born.  Donna had a studio called the Bike Pottery above the Bike Shoppe in Medina.
Spring 1975
Claudia Zeber opened her ceramic studio in Spictertown.  Michael Martell worked in her studio also.  Claudia and Michael later married and moved their studio to its present Furnace Street location.
FALL 1975

During the winter quarter, Larry Calhoun gave the following glaze assignment: 
Students were to make a total of fifteen tests of required glazes, such as 

“reduction copper red glazes cone 9-10 on stoneware and on a white body, oxidation copper reds with silicon carbide, cone 9 oxidation, cone 4 copper blues with oxides of copper, lithium and barium. A lead base cone 06 glaze with copper and alkaline, cone 06 glaze with copper and alkaline glaze with barium and copper cone 06.  Completion of assigned glaze test and firings will constitute 1/3 of your grade for the quarter.  GLAZE POWER!”
Though Larry did not receive tenure he had an impact on a number of students. Larry’s students included:
Michael Vatalaro

Jean Appleby

Peg Averill (Kerr)
Ron Desmett

Don Desmett
Carol Kuruc

Mary Maxwell
Woodrow Nash

Terry Dike
Jim Sheppard

Frank Batey

Scot Zaher

James Steiner

Jay Ess

Sharon Johnson

Richard Schantz

“Larry Calhoun generated great energy amongst his students, bringing out their confidence and talent”
                                                             Mike Vatalaro, 2007 

Spring  1976
Larry Calhoun and Ron Desmitt had an exhibition of their ceramics along with Neil Frankenhhauser who showed his paintings  The exhibition, titled Sandwich was held at Ray Packard’s Gallery at 933 W. Exchange.  That year the Davis Gallery hosted:   Ceramics Invitational:  Ceramic Sculpture, Functional Ceramics and Production Pottery by seven Ceramists from the Northeastern United States:  Jack Earl, Ed Eberle, Val Cushing, Jacqueline Rice, John Roloff, Robert Turner and Paula Winokur.  The Davis Gallery, named for Dr. Emily Davis was located on the north side of Exchange Street, just west of Schrank Hall South.
In January, Donna Webb taught her first ceramics class as a part time faculty at the University of Akron.  It was Ceramics I on Monday and Wednesday evenings. 
             “I remember being so nervous that I considered getting into my car and driving away instead of going in to teach the class.  Throwing was part of the class offering.  Five people took the class for 5 credits and nine people took the class for 3 credits.”
                                                            Donna Webb

Frank Batey monitored the studio on Tuesday and Thursday.  Terry Dike monitored the studio on Thursday and Thursday evenings.
.
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In 2006, Larry wrote about his time at the University of Akron,

"Energy, Optimism, Great Work Ethic, Ambition, High Expectations: That is what I remember about the students we had at Akron U. in the 70's. Remember the Rubber City Art Association? Organized by the students- the first clay & metal exhibition at the Massillon Museum? Students accepted into the Cleveland May Show? The Butler Regional exhibition? The Columbus Museum Annuals? Mike V., Jeannie A., Scott Z., Peggy A.,

Karol K., Mary, and Donna W.?

I remember a young group of faculty who were wonderful teachers and excellent artists: Tom Webb & Chris Meyer in sculpture, Bruce & Denny in graphics, Charlotte Hanten, Jim Leavitt and especially Neil Frankenhouser, all contributed to the explosion. What a time it was. "ONE COULD DO WORSE THAN BE A CLIMBER OF BIRCHES" (Robert Frost)."

(Larry Calhoun’s work can be seen at: [http://www.irtc.net/~vilarts/].
Larry D. Calhoun
320 Diamond Ave.
Jacksonville, IL 62650
---
217.245.9250
---
vilarts@irtc.net @irtc.net
	Artist Biography From the Canton Museum of Art for
Larry Calhoun

	

	Birth Date: October 9, 1937

	Death Date: March 28, 2015

	

	Larry Calhoun was born in Revere, Missouri and raised near Ft. Madison, Iowa. In 1959, he graduated from Iowa Wesleyan College with a bachelor’s in art. Later, he earned his masters in ceramics from the University of Iowa. Calhoun was a prolific artist and created a diverse body of work in the mediums of clay, wood, pastels, watercolor, and oil. Due to his upbringing in Ft. Madison, he included the Mississippi River in many of his paintings. Calhoun also taught at Westmar College in Iowa, Milikin in Decatur, The University of Akron in Ohio, and was chairman of the art department at MacMurray College in Jacksonville, Illinois. Calhoun exhibited his work widely throughout his lifetime. His work was featured at institutions such as the Akron Art Institute in Akron, Ohio, Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana, and the Brooks Memorial Gallery in Memphis, Tennessee. 


Summer 1976
Steve Bayless served as chair of the department.

Donna Webb taught Ceramics I.   Frank Wessinger, Connie Morris, Michael Conley and Woodrow Nash took Studio Problems in Ceramics from her.

Woodrow, Jay Ess and Sharon Johnson were the studio assistants.  They worked a combined total of 40 hours per week.
FALL 1976

Kathleen Ricks began as the full- time ceramic instructor.  Kathy was very organized and soon the studio was running in a clean and efficient manner.
Students were asked to supply their own clay in the form of a 50 pound bag of Cedar Heights Gold Art Clay.  The clay was  purchased from Eagle Ceramics on West 9th in Cleveland or Ohio Ceramics Supply in Kent.  The bags were stored in South Hall and were used to make the class clay.  The cost ran from $3.50 to $5.00/bag.  Several students purchased their clay together to get a group discount.
Winter quarter 1977 

Kathy taught Advanced Ceramics, Ceramics II and a Ceramics I class. Donna taught Ceramics I.  The quarter began January 3.  The prerequisites for Ceramics I were Introduction to Sculpture, Drawing I and 2 D Design. Elvina Ellis took Studio Problems in Ceramics.

Spring 1977
Kathy taught Advanced Ceramics, Ceramics II and a Ceramics I class.

Donna taught Ceramics I as well.  The quarter began March 28. 
Elvina Ellis, Charles Murphy, Don Desmett and Frank Batey took independent study in ceramics from Donna.  At that time Elvina was also teaching full time in the public schools. Joyce Suris was the student assistant in ceramics.  Kathy Ricks wrote:  “Joyce has been working a 40hr/wk for me.  She is a good worker”.
Summer 1977
Donna taught Ceramics I and Ceramics II

Wheel inventory reads:  3 Brents, 2 CI’s, 3 Oscar Pauls, 2 Soldner kick wheels, 1 Randall Kick Wheel, 3 “washtubs” (treadle wheels), 3 stand up electrics.
Metal-smith Bill Neumann took over as chair of the department.
Fall 1977
Kathy taught Advanced Ceramics, Ceramics II and a Ceramics I class

Donna taught ceramics I also.
Warren Wolf became chair of the department.

Students had a Pot Sale in the ceramics studio in Schrank Hall South.  The sale flyer read?
 “Room 111 (right across from Mitch’s Lounge on E. Exchange St.) Take the elevator up to the first floor and follow the signs to room 111. Parking is available off E. Exchange St.  The students will be “firing” kilns and giving pottery demonstrations while you browse—a workshop happening:  All the activity make you hungry?  Refreshments and baked goods will be offered, too:  Proceeds go to finance the fast-growing ceramic program by purchasing new equipment.  THERE WILL BE A VARIETY OF POTTERY AT VERY REASONABLE PRICES.  Christmas is coming.”   From 8 am till 10 pm.

Spring 1978

Kathy taught Advanced Ceramics, Ceramics II and a Ceramics I class.

Donna taught Ceramics I also.
Ken Little gave a workshop.
Warren Wolf was chair of the art department
Summer 1978

Donna taught Ceramics I and II

Fall 1978

Department Chair, Warren Wolf sent a memo to the faculty on the subject of the Student Fee System:
“The follow-up on the development of the student fee schedule developed by chair William Neumann and the faculty during the 1976-77 academic year, and approved in 1977-78 follows.  On the first day of class each student should be advised that he/she is not officially enrolled until he/she presents to the instructor an receipt for payment of the fee.  The fees are to be paid at the Cashier’s Office in Spicer Hall and the instructor is responsible for checking the student off the class roll.
Ceramics I, II and Advanced Ceramics $15.00.  All Studio Problems taken in the above areas will carry the materials charge of that area.” 
 Ceramics had the highest fee of any of the areas.  

Fall of 1978 Jean Appleby began the MFA program at Edinboro State College.
Ken Little and Jack Earl had an exhibition in the Emily Davis Gallery.
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Spring 1979

In January (winter quarter) of 1979 Kathleen Ricks deposited $903.00 in an account for the Potters Guild at the University of Akron.  This was money the students earned in their holiday pottery sale.
Kathy created the initial plan for the new ceramic area to be built in what was to be Folk Hall.  It started with a clear description of the studio as it existed in Shrank and South Halls.  It specified the electrical requirements, present equipment and the additional equipment to be purchased, described the main work areas and those for clay processing, glazing and the kiln room.
Irving Achorn was Chair of the Planning Committee for the new building.  Though he was a photographer, Irving’s background in ceramics made him helpful in supporting an especially workable studio for the ceramics area. 
Mary Maxwell graduated with a BFA with an emphasis in ceramics.  She applied for graduate school and was accepted at Kent State University to study with George Sacco in fall of 1979.
Donna taught Cer I

Michael Martell took Studio Problems in Ceramics from Donna.  On Tuesday May 1, Michael’s senior show opened in the Guzzetta Hall Atrium.
Summer 1979
 Donna taught a three week course in the History of American Ceramics.  The slide collection in ceramics was very small.  Garth Clark sent along the slides of images that would be included in his upcoming coming book, A Century of Ceramics in the United States.  These formed the basis for the class.  George Sacco lent his entire ceramic slide collection from Kent which was duplicated for our library.  In one year the collection was increased ten fold.  The collection was added to yearly thereafter.  When Vanessa Smith became the student lab technician in spring of 1985 the collection began to become organized and well documented under her careful and consistent hand.  No one else ever took such care again until Niki Brown took the entire slide collection and scanned it for digital presentation in spring of 2006.

Fall 1979  
The University went back to the semester system.

Kathy taught Advanced Ceramics, Ceramics II and a Ceramics I class.
Fall of 1979 Donna taught Ceramics I

The following was written in regards to a visiting artist workshop
“The Potter’s Guild will require a check (in the amount of $625) to be made out in the names of Robert and Paula Winokur.  They are visiting artists giving a workshop/presentation to the Ceramics students of the Art department on Thursday November 1, 1979.  This check will be given to them at the completion of their presentation and will cover their fee of $325.00 and reimbursement of plane fare of $300.00 An additional withdrawal in the sum of $250.00 will be necessary to cover expenses of meals and to aid in purchasing non-alcoholic refreshments to be used at the official opening of their show at the Davis Gallery and at a party given in their honor after the opening.”   
 Jim Sheppard helped with this.  Bob Winokur asked for a tape recorder, two carousel projectors with same size lens and something to dry pottery with (fan or drying box). 
The following is the text from a program given in the art department:
Fall of 1979

Program

Invocation by Don Harvey

Introduction to Tom Morin, Our New Department Head

Inauguration

Intermission and Surprise

Dedication

Treats

Mox Nix Expanded Arts Group:

Karen Beal, Amy Bozin, Joe Hoffman, Melanie Kenngott, Maria Reidelbach, Jim Sheppard, Russ Tapaszi,

Instructed and advised by Marcia Sweet Kohn

Performance Music by DEVO

The following memo was written in regards to the 3rd Annual Christmas Sale:
To all faculty from K. Ricks
Third Annual Christmas Sale.
Please announce to your students:  The Potter’s Guild will once again sponsor a Christmas sale of art and craft objects.  The sale will be held in the ceramics studio, Schrank 111 between 10 and 6 pm.  Those students who may be interested in participating should contact Jim Sheppard or me before the end of the week.  We expect good quality work and if the student works with the Guild on any of the many chores necessary in putting the sale on, the commission will only be 25%.  If the student is unable to aid, the commission will be 50%.

1980-1989

Summer 1980
                    “Kathy Ricks taught a mold making and slip casting class.  I took the class and thought it was great.  Kathy was very organized which was very helpful in learning to make molds.”
                                                                         Donna Webb
SPRING 1980

As of June 30, 1980 the Potters Guild Fund had a balance of $957.15.

This money was slated to be used to pay for visiting artists in ceramics. Kathy Ricks contacted a number of contemporary ceramic artists in an attempt to arrange workshops for her students.  The following were their replies:
A letter was received from Patti Warashina, dated June 16, 1980 discussing an exhibition sometime in the fall of 1981 and saying that her workshop fee was $250/day plus expenses.  A 2 day workshop is about maximum for her.  She would rather do a one day workshop.  
A postcard dated August 29, 1980 was received from Betty Woodman who was in Firenze, Italy.  She said that George Woodman was doing an exhibition at Wright State College in Dayton in March of 1981 and that it might be interesting to coordinate with it. “Or maybe too complicated”.

 A letter from Wayne Higby said that his schedule was very busy for the next year.  He suggested he might have some time late next spring or the following fall.  A show of his work would “probably be out of the question” His fee was $350/day plus transportation lodging and food.  “I prefer not to do demon. But I would be agreeable to do a crit and discussion of contemporary issues.  Also, I would be happy to show lots of slides, my own and others.”
John Glick replied to a workshop request in a hand written note that said “just now he cannot schedule even a tentative date for a future workshop.  I only can manage one or two each year and I have too many tentative plans already afoot to do more.”

Kathy Ricks married Jack Taylor a woodworker in May.  Donna was her matron of honor.
Spring 1980 Donna Webb taught Ceramics I

Fall 1980

George Sacco taught for the Department of Special Programs form 11/3 to 12/15/80.  He taught Ceramics:  Wheel throwing from 8 to 9:40 on Monday nights.  His syllabus began with: 
 “Ceramics is the most technical of the forms artists work in.  To realize more than limited results, the potter must acquire a good basic understanding of the materials and processes of his medium. 
 His syllabus ends with:  
“As usual, try to be as creative and as imaginative as possible.  Remember that practically any form can be made from clay.  

Keep reading the book, (Ceramics, A Potter’s Handbook by Glenn Nelson), especially the chapter on form and design. Seek out and read as many ceramics books as you can.  There are many in the library including masters theses and periodicals, such as “Craft Horizons: and “ Ceramics Monthly”

Try to attend any ceramics, crafts or art exhibition that you can.

Start to think about other materials that can be used in combination with clay.  Further develop your own personal vocabulary.

Keep your sense of humor.

Remember that there are no rules in art and that as an artist you are limited only by yourself.

Continue to make good use of your class time and your instructor.

Feel free to ask questions or discuss problems at any time, I am here to help you.

Ceramics is still a sometimes slow and tedious process.

And remember…’A Dalmatian dog in the desert is not always alone.’  Doog Kcul.”
The department chair at this time was Tom Morin.


Spring 1981

The Student Potters Guild hosted potter Tim Mather.   The workshop dates were January 22nd and 23rd at a fee of $200.00 per day.  Tim brought his own clay and the University of Akron supplied light, medium and dark colored glazes.  Tim wrote that he was in the middle of a major remodeling job on his house and was in a race with winter to get the doors and windows in place before the snow arrived.  He asked for five gallons of the dark glaze and three or so of the others.  As to the schedule,
 “I think it would be best to throw and put things together the first day and glaze the second.  It would also be a good idea to show slides sometime before I do the glaze demo.  The only aspect of a timetable that I have found to be a good idea is not to start before 9 in the morning.  Starting much before this means a small crowd and people drifting in late.  Other than that, my time is yours.  I talked to Pat Kelly’s (director of the Emily Davis Gallery) secretary about showing some pieces.  I will bring about twenty; if more would be better let me know.  There was also a question about a title for the show, how about something really far out like ‘Tim Mather, recent work’?  
 This letter was typed on a typewriter!
   The Potters’ Guild Financial Officer, student Mary Ann Flowers paid Tim $150.00 for expenses of lodging, food and transportation and $484.24 for his workshop fee and other expenses from the Potters’ Guild budget.

The Potter’s Guild transferred $935.00  to the Art Department entertainment account to be used in payment of visiting artist Peter Voulkos, who would be on campus April 21, 22 and 23.  An additional withdrawal of $50.00 was necessary to pay for refreshments at the party to be given in his honor during his stay.  This check was made out in the name of Ruth Stano who  purchased the food items. 

 K. Ricks notified Jeanne Musci that there is $245.50 in the U of A Potters Guild plus $13.69 in petty cash.
..
Joy Sutton received a check for $4.08 to reimburse her for taking visiting artist to lunch.

Among Kathy Ricks’ students were:

 Joanne M. Michel graduated with a BFA in ceramics in 1980
Patricia E. Dillon graduated with a BFA in ceramics in 1980
James M. Sheppard graduated with a BFA in Ceramics in 1981

Caroline Suich of Norton Ohio

Dana Melecia of Cuyahoga Falls, OH 

Sis Caner of Akron, OH

Kaye Coble of Canton, OH

Mary Spano of Akron, OH

Michael Martell of Akron graduated with a BFA and emphasis in ceramics in 1979
Lois Bates of Akron, OH  (deceased)
Scott Zayre
Joyce Suris

Melanie Kengott
In the fall Kathleen Ricks was up for tenure.  She decided to leave the University.  She moved to Florida.  
1981-1990
· I have been fortunate to have had a teaching position at what is now the Myers School of Art since fall of 1981.  It was difficult to find a college teaching position after graduating from the University of Michigan in 1971.  I did a number of other things for ten years including teaching in the public school, working in my studio and teaching part time, until a visiting professor position opened at the University of Akron.  I had been teaching part time in the Art Department since 1975 and had applied for the full time position once already but I applied again and was awarded the job.

· As I look back over the time I have been teaching I can divide the time into five-five year periods.  This is roughly the amount of time it has taken for each person to make their way through the art program at the University of Akron.  I inherited some of my first students from Kathy Ricks who had carefully prepared the students to throw, fire kilns and slip cast.  That group included Bob Yost, Mary Ann Flowers, Melanie Kengott, Barb Gedeon and Michael Martel.  During the first ten years, the ceramics area was very much its own world.  Most of what was made in the studio was pottery or sculpture made in a ceramic tradition.  Few of the students went to graduate school and  some like Bob Yost, Beth Lindenberger, Michael Martell, Warren Harrison, Shirley Nourjian, Marianne Dias  and Carol Swearingen set up studios in or near Akron and spent some of their years after graduation active in the art scene here.  They tended to use their own resources, working independently to balance income, family responsibilities and studio time.  The vessel was an important form among earlier alums.  Bob Yost, Beth Lindenberger, Shirley Nourjian, Warren Harrison, Meg Slinker, Michael Martell, Dave Reid and Jim Klein base their work on the vessel even when the forms function primarily as sculpture.
· From 1968 to spring of 1984 ceramics was taught on the first floor of Schrank Hall South.  Clay was prepared down a floor and across into South Hall.
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 There were often little trails of clay and foot prints in the hallway between the ceramic studio and the elevator.  The best part of the studio was the wall of windows and the door that opened into the courtyard in the middle of Schrank Hall.  We created a raku kiln in a fiber lined drum.  It was very pleasant to have the light from the windows and to go outside into the courtyard.  Donna used the large office as a studio and had a kiln hooked up there also.  Two Alpine gas kilns were in a small vented room between the two larger rooms.  The Akron Public Schools donated a third Alpine kiln to the university in 1980
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and a fourth gas kiln was built by Larry Calhoun and his students.  I think we called that kiln the Friar Tuck.  The Friar Tuck had no solenoid to shut off the gas if there was no flame.  We took the kiln down when we moved to Folk Hall.
· During that first five years there were few student exhibitions.  Melanie Kenngott’s senior exhibition, Dinner with Bob and Mel was an important step in learning to promote student work.  Michael Martell’s exhibition at the Guzetta Hall Atrium was a successful and early exhibition of ceramic sculpture.  Warren Harrison and Beth Lindenberger had an exhibition at the Student Union.  Their refreshments included wine smuggled in and served from under the  refreshment table.  It took some strong discipline on the part of Michael Jones, the gallery director to put an end to this practice.
· In addition to the BFA candidates, the ceramics program had a steady stream of art education students.  These include  Joan Snavely, Georgia Stathopoulos, Bill Skeggs, Frank Batch, Ruth Belden, Pamela Ewald, Ann Ranian, Jean Shaw, Pam Huff, Pat Werger, Frank Yaskey, Joanne Smith,  Nancy Hinson, Kathy Sapienza, Cathy Vogel, Sandie Fox, Stephen Csjtey, Sarah Hersman, Erica Flemmer, Bobbie Lucas, Nancy Jones, Carolyn Evey ( fall 1995), Frank Delgrecco, Judy Kmet, Dave Derrig, Deb Conner, Julie Holbert, Rhonda Laucher, Carolyn Pope, Beth Stickley (Schmidt), Kristen Conti and Leah Scharville.
Fall 1981

Oct 1981 A Century of American Ceramics came to the Toledo Museum of Art.
We did the Real Art project for the first time in Intro to Ceramics.  This was a project in which students translated their favorite painting into a three dimensional ceramic piece.  There was a high rate of success with this project and we repeated it several times.  We attributed the success to the fact that the paintings chosen were very good paintings and the students who chose them liked them very much.
Fall of 1981 Carol Garrison and Nancy Zick were in Donna’s first Intro to Ceramics classes.

Advanced class:  John Bozzelli, Sherry Bruce, Joellen Bryan, Mary Ann Flowers, Melanie Kenngott, Brenda Murphy, Joy Sutton, Carol Swearingen, and Bob Yost.  The Potters' Guild paid $15.00 for membership to the Ohio Designer Craftsmen. In October of 1981.
Jean Appleby taught Ceramics II in 1981 and fall of 1982.

Bruce Bowers taught ceramics in the Continuing Education Program at the University of Akron.
Donna Webb applied for the position of visiting professor of art and was hired for the position
. [image: image11.jpg]


 
                                                                                                                        Donna in her studio circa 1982 photo by Bob Yost
During the 81-82 school year a national search was conducted for the 
tenure track position.  Among the candidates was Andrea Gill now on the faculty at Alfred and John Ground.  It could have been a very stressful situation to teach ceramics while a search was being conducted for a successor.  Fortunately I was so busy and the other faculty (even those who may have preferred another candidate) were so professional in their behavior that we got by in pretty good spirits.
Earl Ertman became Chair of the Art Department.  ( Earl died Jan 3, 2025)
SPRING 1982

Spring 1982 Warren Harrison and Carol Garrison were among those  in Intro to Ceramics. 
Advanced Ceramics class:   Cathy Billings (“As a general guideline, I have found a Chinese saying that suits me very well:  ‘if a good pot were put down on the forest floor, a person should be able to walk by without noticing it, so well should it fit in and blend in with it’s surroundings.”) John Bozzelli, Sherry Bruce, Joellen Bryan, Mary Ann Flowers, Brenda Murphy, Robert Yost, Joy Sutton, Independent Study, Eugene Keller, Independent Study, transferred to the College of Fine and Applied Arts 10-1-79 BFA candidate, and Melanie Kennegott 1cr Independent study, Carol Swearingen, in progress. 
Joyce Suris was studio assistant this semester.
Mary Ann Flowers received $97.80 from the Akron U Potters Guild for gasoline and lunch for the Peter Voulkos visit.
Bruce Bowers taught continuing education class
The Potters Guild paid $127.00 for registration for the workshop at the college of Wooster for seven students.  $18.00 each!

John Bozzelli and Bob Yost demonstrated throwing at Bolich Jr. High in Cuyahoga Falls in May of 1982.
Advanced students took a field trip to see a China painting demo at the studio of Eleanor Taylor in Stow.

Bob Yost did an internship for the ceramic studio.  He did all kiln firing, maintained wheels and kept the studio open 4.5
Vito Acconci lectured in the Emily Davis gallery.

Students were directed that for their lab fee of $25.00 they could make 200 lbs of clay.  If they made more it would cost an additional $25.00
Donna took a special topics class in shop practices from Bob Huff in Spring of l982.  The class covered joinery, local material resources, wood, trees and lumber and finishing materials and techniques.  Donna was not a great student.  She was afraid of the table saw and had to hire a more accomplished student to help her finish her final project.
As of April 1982 the Potters' guild Fund had a balance of $2.62.  This was the result of not having a holiday sale in the fall.
SUMMER 1982

 Donna Webb and Jean Appleby taught a Raku workshop. Anna Angelini, Alleen Donohoe, Warren Harrison, Melanie Kenngott, Denise Robins, Joan Snavely, Georgia Stathopoulos, Bob Yost and Carol Swearingen took the class for undergraduate credit.

Bill Skeggs, Frank Batch, Ruth Belden, Pamela Ewald, Ann Ranian, Jean Shaw Pat Werger and Frank Yaskey, and Joanne Smith took the class for graduate credit.  We met from 8- 5, made tea bowls and had tea every afternoon at 3:00 for two weeks.
FALL 1982
First Labor Day Ceramic Fair at Boston Mills Ski Lodge. “The One and Only Ceramics Show Anywhere in the United States”.
Donna was awarded the tenure track faculty position.
Jean Appleby taught Ceramics II and was preparing to teach Ceramics Art of Raku for the Continuing Education Program at the University of Akron.  She decided not to teach the class.  She could not afford to teach it because continuing education did not compensate faculty who taught studio classes for time spent building equipment, securing classroom materials, firing kilns and preparing glazes.
Claudia Zeber was able to step in and teach that Ceramics class.
Carol Swearingen presented a decal making workshop for advanced ceramic students.

Prerequisites for Ceramics I changed from Intro to Sculpture and drawing 1 or 2-D design to 3-D design only.
Ptah (Arthur Webb) took his first advanced class.  Also John “the penguin” Bozzelli, Melanie Kenngott, Carol Swearingen, Bob Yost, Nancy Zick, Carol Swearingen, Sherry Bruce, Eugene Keller, Joellen Bryan (independent study )

Carol Swearingen did an internship in the studio.  She rewired an electric kiln.  She helped calibrate the gas kilns by recording the deformation of multiple pyrometric cones and the placement of the dampers.  She helped Intro students with clay mixing and monitored the studio six hours per week.
In December 1982 Tom Turner moved into his new studio on Medina line Rd.  He came to the University of Akron ceramic studio to glaze some pots on Dec 9 and 10 and did a cone 9 reduction firing on Dec 11, along with a throwing demonstration.
“Dinner with Bob and Mel”
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 took place at the Akron Civic Theater Tuesday September 7.  This was Melanie Kengott’s senior exhibition.  Bob Yost worked with her on it.  She graduated with a BFA with an emphasis in ceramics and a BS in Art Education k-12.
Donna Webb and Dan Moore visited Stark Ceramics, Owned by  Frank Gonzales .  We spent time with Jack Faur who had great knowledge about local ceramic materials and their properties.  

Eugene Keller gave a lecture about the problems associated with believing in Santa Claus as he stood in my office with me and my daughter Orianna.  We both listened without comment.  When Eugene left Anna said.  "He probably doesn’t believe in the Easter Bunny either."
Beginning in 1982 Jean Appleby (BFA with an emphasis in ceramics) Magna Cum Laude, University of Akron, MFA Edinboro University of Pennsylvania) taught career Options for Artists in the Art Department at the University of Akron. 
“University of Akron Potter’s Guild Presents

The First Annual Akron University Art Show and Sale

Emily Davis Art Gallery (located at 181 E. Exchange Street) December 10, 1982

Committees

Publicity Committee; Typing committee; Hanging Committee; Matching stickers Committee; Cash Box During Show Committee; Packing Sold Work During Show Committee; Treats Committee; Taking Care of Treats During Show Committee; Taking Down Work After Show Committee; Work Disposal Committee, Repainting Walls Committee; Repainting Stands Committee.
In the past, the Potter’s Guild money has brought visiting artists to campus to hold workshops and bought equipment.  I hope you can be present the day of the show to hear comments about your work to talk to people about your work and meet the people who buy your work. Thank you for supporting the Potter’s Guild. Thank you sincerely, bob b yost.” 

 Bruce Bowers taught continuing education class

SPRING 1983

Spring 1983 Delores Speicher took her first Intro to Ceramics Class.

Advanced class:  Alleen Donohoe, Warren Harrison, Eugene Keller, Melanie “One More Dog to Bite Kenngott” (9th semester of advanced), Ptah, Bob Yost (10th semester of advanced), Nancy Zick, Beth Zurinsky.  (Lab fee $25.00!).

The advanced students didn’t always show up on critique days.
 [image: image13.jpg]T he ADVANCED (ERAmMIL STubenTs

By Charles M. Schulz,

Peanuts
I CAN'T 60

T HAVE A KNOT IN ONE
OF MY SHOELACES...

YOU'RE PROBABLY
WISE JUST TO
STAY (N BEP

IF YOURE NOT FEELING
WELL, THAT'S CERTAINLY
A 600D EXCUSE

- Y
.!=f— = 7

sl a4 U 204D




 It was very frustrating so one morning Donna called Melanie.  “Where are you?” Donna said.  “I’m in bed! I can’t believe that you called me!” was Melanie’s reply.   So Donna created a new rule that if someone was absent for a critique they would fail the critique.  The first person who was absent for a critique was Beth Zurinsky who had great attendance and had never missed a critique.  Donna stuck to the rule (as any new teacher would) and Beth was pretty upset.

Field trip to Edinburgh, PA to see ceramics program.
Joyce Suris applied for grad schools this spring.

Field trip to Youngstown.
Paul Sires taught Ceramics II.  Several if not all of the students had crushes on him.   He and Ruth Lyons later became directors of the Spirit Art Center in Charlotte, N.C.
John Gaskins workshop.  He did a throwing demonstration and we visited John’s studio, From the Earth Pottery behind Lou & Hy’s off W. Market. to see his kiln.  (We have great pictures)
Bruce Bowers taught continuing education class
U of A Potters Guild Fund had a balance of $62.40 in April 1983.

Donna and Bob Huff gave a joint lecture on figurative sculpture.

Jean Appleby gave a workshop on her work

Bob and Mel at Summit Mall:  Bob Yost and Melanie Kenngott showed their work at Summit Mall.
The Great Kiln Test was born.  This test has continued to be given to students as the gateway to permission to fire the gas kilns for thirty years.
Alleen Donohoe created a larger than life size sculpture of Zippy.
SUMMER 1983
Jean Appleby taught “Electric Kiln and Throwing.  Warren Harrison was in the class.  Beth Lindenberger was Donna’s studio assistant.  They both worked on molds for Donna’s pieces.  There were several big leaks of plaster as they decided how molds should be made.
FALL 1983

Advanced class:  Warren Harrison, Eugene Keller, Deborah Schwarz, Ptah, Nancy Zick, Beth Zurinsky ( Lindenberger).
Ceramics II was taught at the same time as advanced.
Tom Turner won Best of Show at the second Ceramics Fair at Boston Mills.  William Hunt, editor of Ceramics Monthly Magazine lectured at Boston Mills on Ceramics in the l980’s.  A panel on Marketing Works in clay included Don and Lisa Drumm, Tim Mather and Tom Turner.
A program for an event at the University of Akron Gardner Student Union contained the following:
“Student Center Programming Presents:

Artist Highlight of the Month (Oct, 1983)
Featuring University of Akron Potters Guild

A Demonstration of Techniques of Handmade Pottery

Beth Zurinsky Ne. Lindenberger

Melanie Kenngott

John Walch (a continuing education student who went on to study Materials or Ceramic Engineering at Ohio State).

Eugene Keller

Warren Harrison

Deborah Schwarz

Nancy Zick.”
Oct 1983 Donna Webb’s pots were shown in the Focus On Gallery at the Akron Art Museum and in Image/Afterimage at the Arts Consortium, Inc in Cincinnati, and an invitational Ceramics Show at the School of Art, Ohio University.
Claudia Zeber gave a glaze demonstration and a throwing demonstration for students at her studio on Highland Ave.
In November Judy Moonelis gave a workshop to ceramics students and a  lecture at the Akron Art Museum. Her demonstration at the University of Akron took place in the sculpture area (South Hall on Exchange St). A party for Judy Moonelis was held at the home of Judith and Christopher Meyer.  The  $400.00 honorarium was paid for by the University Gallery (200), Akron Art Museum (100.00) and Student Art League (100).  Lodging and air travel paid for by the Art Department (230), Poster by the Student Art league (100). Food for breakfasts and party ceramics budget (50.00)

The Judy Moonelis workshop was a great success.  Students worked along with Judy in South Hall texturing slabs for her large sculpture.  The piece was later broken up and pieces went home with several students.
Scot Wallace organized “Akron Area Artists:  Art for Interior Spaces” at the Gardner Student Center.  Nancy Zick, Beth Lindenberger and Melanie Kenngott participated

Carol Swearingen took grad classes at Edinboro University in 1983 and returned home to come to the Judy Moonelis workshop.
November 1983, DBR Gallery in Cleveland hosted a Clay Invitational students were able to see work by Mark Johnson, Andrea Gill,
Tom Cook, Deirdre Daw, Wally Mason, Anne Currier, Bill Boruillard, Dave Williamson, Eva Kwong, Christopher Gustin , Betty Woodman, Karen Karnes. Kirk Mangus, Christopher Staley, Rick Hensley and Theodore Randall. 

Students took a field trip to Boston Mills Ceramics Fair and heard the lecture by the editor of Ceramics Monthly, Bill Hunt.
Spring 1984
Advanced class:  Warren Harrison, Laurie Lott, Michelle Massullo                 ( Independent study and advanced ceramics), Nancy Zick, Beth Zurinsky
 Cer II was held at the same time.
The lab fee was $25.00.

Dave Vargo’s earthenware sculptures were shown at the Akron Art Museum.

Ceramics students took a field trip to the Cleveland Museum of Art.
Bob Yost participated in an internship at the Kitchen Center for Video Music, Dance, Performance and Film in New York.  He also took a throwing class with Jim Makins.

Ptah was in prison at Marion, OH from October 1983 through 12/2/84.  Letters went back and forth between the ceramics studio and Ptah.  He planned to return to school when he could and he did.
Melanie Kenngott applied for teaching positions in public school.

Donna wrote an article about the NCECA Panel “The Studio Potter”  chaired by Jerry Williams editor of The Studio Potter Magazine.  On the panel were Nick Casson, Gail Kendall and Jeff Oestreich.  NCECA was in St Louis that year.  Donna and Joe and Warren and Beth attended.
SUMMER 1984

Summer 1984 Jean Appleby taught Ceramics I for Teachers. Beth Zurinsky married Thom Lindenberger.  Donna, Tom and Anna attended the wedding. July 1984 Donna Webb exhibited work in Clay USA at Radford University in Radford VA.

FALL 1984
 The Art Department held the first classes in Folk Hall.  We moved into the new ceramic studio just after school started.  The ceramic studio was formerly the car wash and oil change for the Cadillac dealership.  Joe Chiofolo, Beth Lindenberger and Warren Harrison helped move materials and organized the furniture as it arrived in the new building.  By Sept 13 we were in the new studio and had the Tom Coleman workshop there along with a pot luck lunch.  It was sponsored by the ceramics students and the Student Art League. 
Advanced class:  Pam Bahas, Pat Bishop, Joseph Chiofolo, Laurie Lott, Warren Harrison (donated a coffee maker to the University of Akron ceramics area) Lois Mangrum (donated her ceramic library to the School of Art). Joyce Parker, Deborah Schwarz, Delores Speicher, Liz Starcher, Beth Lindenberger, Bill York (dropped after four days)  and Delores Speicher took independent study.

Beth Lindenberger and Nancy Hinson were the lab techs. 

Advanced and  Cer II were taught at the same time.
University of Akron alums and students showed their work at the Quaker Hilton.
Oct. 1984 Donna Webb exhibited her work in the alumni Art Annual at the School of Art University of Michigan, Ann Arbor and at the Kuban Gallery in Cleveland.
A pottery sale was held on Friday December 14th in the New Art Bldg, Exchange Street, Ceramic bldg 10-6 pm.  Bob Yost spent $44.00 on press type, stickers and printing for the event.

On 12/18/84 the total in Potters Guild account included $48.75 carryover plus 126.75 from the pot sale for a total of $202.75.
SPRING 1985

Advanced class: Joe Chiofolo, Warren Harrison, Randy Robart, Vanessa Smith, Delores Speicher, Elizabeth Starcher, Ptah (back in class!), Pam Bahas, Jim Marshall Ind. Study, Lois Mangrum Ind. Study, and Beth Lindenberger Ind. Study. Alleen Donohoe Ind. Study, Nancy Hinson, grad student and Bill York, Delores Speicher, Ind Study. Nancy Hinson took three hours of graduate credit in ceramics.  Jim Marshall (BFA Kansas City Art Institute) took 1 credit hour of graduate ceramics.

Advanced and Cer II were taught together.
Lori Clevidence organized the rental of the Summit Lounge at the Student Center to be used for the Holiday Sale.  Metals and ceramics students participated.
In March we had a workshop with Donna Polsleno sponsored by the Student Art League. Donna Webb had a one person exhibition at the Department of Art Gallery at Denison University. 
Alleen D., Nancy H, Ptah, Delores S., Brenda M., Bob Y., Jim and Beth L.  went to see the National Crafts Invitational at Kent.  Artists included Andy Nasisse, Joe Bova and Akio Takemori.

In February we had a field trip to Tom Turner’s studio in Medina and saw his  amazing ceramic collection.
March 18 Donna gave a lecture on Ceramics at the University of Akron at the Student Union.

We took a field trip to the Canton Art Institute.
In April Steve Judson Wilcox gave a workshop in slip casting. 

Demo:  Slip casting with plaster molds, slide talk artists work, Demo cast greeware fresh from the mold, lunch:  pot luck, slides:  clay from molds-contemporary ceramic pieces, Demo:  Hand building with cast clay. We paid Steve  $125.00.

 Donna received the college of Fine and Applied Arts teaching award and bought a used electric kiln for her studio with the award money. 

Donna Webb showed her work at the Selo Shevel Gallery in Ann Arbor, Michigan and at the Burke hall Art Gallery at Denison University in Granville, Ohio.

I think this was the semester we got two new electric kilns.  We had a kiln naming contest.  Students suggested names for the kilns and the students voted on the names.  Warren Harrison suggested “Cracklin Rosie” and Joe Chiofolo (Blue Sky) suggested “He who heats up but doesn’t burn”.  These kilns became the “Rosie” and the “He Who”.
SUMMER 1985

Summer 1985, Donna taught a Raku class.
Joe Chiofolo, Warren Harrison, Susanne Kackman, Nanette Kozma, Hope Long, Pamela Marquess, Carolyn McCulloch, Juliet O’Bryan and Vanessa Smith, undergrads.
Nancy Hinson, Mary Ann Callow and Dianne Volak-Ulis grad students.

 Michael Jones of Yellow Springs, Ohio accepted the position of Director of University Galleries affective July 1, l985.

Ptah demonstrated throwing on the potter’s wheel at the African American Festival at Lane field (corner of Wooster and Lane) on July 20-22.

July 1985 Domo Project at spaces, an artist designed furniture ex with accessories, lamps, rugs, linens dishes bric- a- brac.  Several Art Department Faculty participated.
1986-1990

· In 1990 School of Art student Stacy Hunter
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lamented the lack of recognition for ceramics.  
· 1985 through 1990 produced some small but significant changes in that situation.  Our new gallery director, Michael Jones from Yellow Springs was himself a potter.  Though he was a strong advocate for contemporary art in general he did not neglect ceramics when he did the programming for the Emily Davis Gallery.  Kirk Mangus, Eva Kwong and Donna Webb all had one person exhibitions in the Gallery.

· Mitchell Kahan became the director of the Akron Art Museum and though he did not start out as a strong advocate for the craft based arts such as ceramics he did show Michael Chipperfield’s ceramic sculpture and Luke and Rolland Leitske’s work which included ceramics.  By the late 1999’s he was showing William Morris, Lisa Lou and Dale Chihuly.

· On a more modest scale, student Scott Wallace curated an exhibition, Akron Area Artists:  Art for Interior Spaces that included many ceramic works.  Scott also offered a course:  Mid Century Modern:  Decorative Arts of the l950’s for the continuing education program at the University.  As part of the class he curated a small exhibition of l950’s ceramics.

· Metals faculty, Christina DePaul organized a symposium, Craft as Content.  Here students heard leading figures in the craft world discuss the meaning of craft. 

· The Speakers committee presented “Creative Schizophrenia” a discussion of the issues involved in maintaining two very different bodies of work.  Ceramic artist Patty Warashina was one of the participating artists.

· Dorothy Shinn, art columnist for the Beacon Journal tried to define craft.  Shinn said that there are “some accepted definitions of craft and art.  Craft, it is alleged, is preconceived production; the craftsman knows when he or she begins what the finished work will look like, how it will be done, how much time will be put into it and how much material will be used.  Art, on the other hand is never preconceived.  Art is research, like a scientific experiment, if you please.”…
· A Robert Arneson exhibition opened at the Cleveland Museum of Art and The American Craft Museum opened in New York City.

FALL 1985

Fall 1985 Advanced Ceramics:  Joe Chiofolo, Warren Harrison, Nanette Kozma, Jim Kraus, Claudia Savage, Vanessa Smith, Liz Starcher, Ptah, Joyce Parker, Nancy Hinson (graduate credit), Pam Marquess, and Brenda Contrella

Vanessa Smith was studio assistant. She did many things well.  She transformed the slide collection and put it in order.
David Vargo gave a  workshop

Donna showed work at the 10th Invitational Ceramics Exhibition in Ford Gallery at Eastern Michigan University.

Donna attended the 4th International Ceramics Symposium in Toronto, Canada.

Nancy Zick’s Donna’s Peruvian Stargazer was exhibited in the 88th May Show at the CMA.
Lab fees were collected with course fees for the first time instead of paying them after the class began.
Field trip to the Canton Art Institute to see the work of Tom and Ginny Marsh.

Field trip to the Cleveland Museum of Art.
Tom Turner taught Ceramics II
We had no holiday sale
SPRING 1986
Advanced class:  Joe Chiofolo (Blue Sky), Paul Gavins, Warren Harrison, Nanette Kozma, Jim Kraus, Kathy Pandrea, Suzanne Sell, Catherine Sellmeyer, Vanessa Smith, Liz Starcher and Ptah.
Scott Wallace curated an exhibition:  Akron Area Artists:  Art for Interior Spaces.  16 artists including faculty and students from the University of Akron participated.  We took a field trip to Spaces and to the Cleveland State University Gallery.

Eva Kwong had an exhibition of her work in the Emily Davis Gallery and gave a lecture.  Ceramic students provided a pot luck lunch.

Michael Chipperfield, ceramist and faculty member at Ohio State had an exhibition at the Akron Art Museum.  

Scott Wallace also offered a course:  Mid Century Modern:  Decorative Arts of the 1950’s as a Noncredit course for the University of Akron Continuing Education.  Scott graduated  with a BFA emphasis painting and applied to graduate school in spring of 1986. 
In March Donna received a memo from Stephanie Hosey saying that the Potters Guild fund had been very inactive with the last transaction occurring in December, 1984.  The balance was $202.75 though she threatened to make the funds inactive, a phone call to Ms. Hosey revealed that we could leave the money in place.  We resolved to have a holiday sale the following December.  The great thing about the Holiday Sale was the practical experience that it provided.  The negative aspect of the sale was that it became difficult for students to remember to push them selves, to take risks and to keep the art making process in mind.
 Vanessa Smith began working for Claudio Zeber making porcelain jewelry; She also worked in Claudia’s gallery at 828 W. Market Street and helped Claudia take her work to craft fairs.
Mitchell Kahan became the director of the Akron Art Museum.  We celebrated his twentieth year as director in 2006 while watching the beautiful new Akron Art Museum being built.  The museum was the first public building in the United States designed by the internationally celebrated architecture firm, COOP HIMMELB(L)AU. 
In May Donna Webb received promotion to Associate Professor of Art and tenure as announced by Dean Caesar A. Carrino.

Donna and Earl Ertman attended the CAA conference in New York City to interview candidates for the metals position.
SUMMER of 1986
 Donna had a faculty summer research grant to create a new series of vessels.  The result of the grant was an exhibition at the Emily Davis gallery the following November.  Vanessa Smith worked for Donna on her Faculty Research Grant:  Integration of Form, Surface and Meaning in Ceremonial Vessels.  Vanessa helped to make molds, glaze and fire kilns.
June 1986 Donna’s work was included in the American Ceramic National sponsored by the Institute for Design and Experimental Art.
Michael Simon, Antony Gormley, Jacqui Poncelet, Richard Deacon and Toshiko Takaezu lectured at the Blossom Festival at Kent State University.  Kirk Mangus and Eva Kwong invited us to their public lectures and have continued to extend hospitality to the ceramics department at the University of Akron on a regular basis.
FALL 1986

Fall 1986 advanced class:  Joe Chiofolo, Brett Faidley, Paul Gavins, Nanette Kozma, Jim Kraus, Kathy Pandrea, Susi Sell-Barger, Vanessa Smith, Ptah, Evangeline Sadi, Kim Myers, Kati Sellmeyer (ind study)
Fall 1986 Donna taught Ceramics II at the same time as Advanced. The class included Kathleen Branham, Lisa Catsoulakis, Lori Clevidence, Dean Fenn, Andrea Pries and Tom Stanford
In September Kirk Mangus exhibition at the Emily Davis Gallery. Ceramic students hosted a potluck lunch.
In November Paula Dubaneweitz gave a  workshop and Donna Webb Recent Ceramic Works was held in the Emily Davis Gallery.

 A Ceramics and Metals Sale of Hand-crafted Jewelry and Pottery was held Dec 2 9am-7pm at the Summit Lounge (Akron University Student Center) and Dec 3, 9am-7pm in Folk Hall (Art Building on Exchange Street).
Students saw Luke and Roland Leitske’s jewelry at the Akron Art Museum and went to the Cleveland Art Museum to see Blood of Kings, Joyce Kozloff and Lucy Lippard spoke about Art as Public, Art as Private at the Wooster Forum, college of Wooster and we went out to Hale Farm to watch alum, Michael Martell fire the salt king there.
Christina Depaul became the new metals faculty at the University of Akron.  Earl Ertman and Donna met Christina in New York and suggested that the School of Art faculty invite her to interview for the open metal's position.
The New American Craft Museum opened in New York City.

Spring 1987

Advanced Class:  Lisa Catsoulakis, Joseph Chiofolo, Lori Clevidence, Paul Gavins, Nanette Kozma, Jim Kraus, Andrea Preis, Jim Ramold, Vanessa Smith and Arthur Webb (Ptah). Joyce Parker, Katie Sellmeyer, Evangeline Sadie, Liz Victor (grad credit), Tom Stanford (Ind study), Marc Baker (grad) Marc did sculpture based on Tai Chi

In January Alleen Rose Donohoe and Brett Wayde Faidley, Suzanne Marie Sell-Barger, William Dean York graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts.
In January the University issued a News Release: 
“ Donna Webb, Associate Professor of Art and Coordinator of Ceramics in the Art Department is one of 59 artists out of over 300 entries whose work has been accepted in the “27th Ceramic National Exhibition:  Ceramics Now”  held at the Everson Museum of Art, Syracuse, NY.  The jurors were Barbara Haskell, Curator at the Whitney Museum of American Art; Henry Hopkins, Director of the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art: and Michael McTwigan, Editor of American Ceramics.”
In February Margaret Ford gave a workshop.  She instructed us to accumulate construction materials such as wood, branches chicken wire, Styrofoam clothe plaster string wire etc.  She asked us to each make a mask to wear while participating in the workshop.  “Once you put on the mask you will be that persona so choose its character thoughtfully”

In February students heard visiting artist, Edgar Heap of Birds, an internationally known artist and activist who spoke about his art and about contemporary Native American Art and Culture.

Minutes from a meeting of 3-D faculty in1987 reveal that our goals were to get technical assistance in the 3-D areas and a student gallery.
 “ I can remember moving an old copy machine and mat cutting equipment out of what is now the Projects gallery and installing student work for the first time.”
                                                                  Donna
On April 22, 1987 The Ohio Arts Council sent out a post card to Donna Webb, on her birthday, which said that the contemporary crafts Panel has met and reviewed all of its applications.  “You have been recommended for a $4,500 Ohio Arts Council Aid to Individual Artists Fellowship for fiscal year 1988.”

 Ceramics II was taught at the same time as advanced ceramics.
Spring 1987 Lori Clevidence started as a studio assistant in ceramics a job she held thru spring of 1988.
 Ptah exhibited his ceramic work at the Gallery Kent Student Center.
In April, more ceramic artists were in the May show than artists using any other media, including work from University of Akron Faculty Sandra Amitay, Jean Appleby and Donna Webb.
The headline of Dorothy Shinn’s column in the Plain Dealer “Crafts steal the May Show Again”.  May 23, 87.
In the spring Tom Radca had an exhibition at Studio 828 located at 828 W. Market St. and owned by Claudia Zeber.  He also gave a Special Workshop at the University of Akron during the exhibition.
The Art Department at the University of Akron becomes the School of Art.
Donna and students attended the Wooster Functional Workshop at the Wayne Center for the Arts where they saw Virginia Cartwright, Richard Zakin and Robin Hopper.
The 1st Annual Vox Gallery Postcard show was held in June.  The Vox Gallery was located at 356 S. Main St. between Exchange and Cedar Streets.
In May the Akron University Potters Guild held a Mothers’ Day Ceramic Sale

SUMMER 1987

In July Dr. Wallace Williams begins as Dean of the College of Fine and Applied Arts.

FALL 1987
 Joyce Parker an advanced ceramic student during the spring of 1987 and her husband Don who is a watercolorist and medical doctor went to Georgia to live with a group helping refugees from Central America to learn English and get to Canada.  Their group is also against the Death Penalty.  They were part of the Hunger Project of the Church of the Brethren in Tallmadge
In 1988 Joyce and her husband were in Costa Rica helping run a medical clinic.
Fall 1987Advanced Ceramics:  Lori Clevidence, Nanette Kozma, Julie Litt, Andrea Preis, Heather Protz, David Reid, Thomas Stanford, Monica Wachter, Allard Webb, Ingeborg Wegner, Joy Kiser (2 cr hrs)

Fall 1987 Beth Lindenberger taught Ceramics II

On Sept 30 Don Nakamura gave a Workshop at University of Akron.
On December 2, ceramic students rented Summit Lounge for the Holiday Sale. 

.
Albert Paley gave a lecture at University of Akron

In October there was an exhibition of Robert Arneson’s ceramic sculpture at Cleveland Museum of Art.
Also in October The symposium, CRAFT AS CONTENT along with an accompanying exhibition was held at the Myers School of Art.  Organized and curated by metalsmith Christina De Paul the event was the first of its kind to address the issue of craft and its meaning.  Symposium speakers were Bruce Metcalf who spoke for the possibility that careful craftsmanship can be part of the meaning of the work.   Hiroko Piganowski spoke about the meaning of craft in Japanese art as a discipline akin to meditation.  Karl Bungerz described his work as a model maker for industry and how those standards and processes inform his work.  Carol Kumata told us that her work allows the act of building the piece and the revelation of the ideas to be coincident.  Michael Dunas described the possibility of working solely to express craft with no contamination from individual expression.  Ceramic students in the audience heard the lectures and participated in the discussion in the afternoon session

In November Akio Takamori gave a Workshop at Cleveland Institute of Art.

November 1987 Virginia Scotchie and her husband, Greg Pitts held a hand-building workshop in the ceramic studio.  They talked about terra sig, gave a critique of student work and showed slides.  Virginia was teaching ceramic sculpture at West Virginia University at the time.

 Ptah entered the MFA program at San Francisco State University.

Individual and Collaborative Work Judith Meyer and Donna Webb at Studio 828 on West Market, Street, Akron.
 Creative Schizophrenia, (funded by an NEA Grant) a lecture series in the Art Department at the University of Akron.  Each speaker discussed the benefits, influences, conflicts and compromises involved in juggling two parallel activities to survive as an artist.  Artists included:         Mitchell Arisman, Len Jenshel, Jenny Holzer, Buster Simpson, Benny Adrews, Patti Warshina, and Albert Paley.

Patti came and stayed two days.  She gave a lecture on the topic and a lecture on influences on her work.

SPRING 1988

Advanced ceramics:  Lori Clevidence, Nanette Kozma, Julie Litt, Andrea Preis, Heather Protz, David Reid, Tom Stanford, Monica Wachter, Allard Webb and Ingeborg Wegner.  Joy Kiser took independent study for 2 credit hrs.
Catherine Campbell was Donna’s student in Introduction to Ceramics.  Catherine later funded a lecture series for Art History that became the Catherine Campbell Lecture Series.
In January Tom Stanford and Laurie Clevidence showed slides and demonstrated on the potter’s wheel at Medina High School for teacher Eloise Deril.
In February the painter and ceramist Stanley Boxer flew to Akron and then changed his mind and decided not to lecture to the students and went back to New York on the next plane.  Though he had told Donna he would be happy to come for airfare only, he changed his mind when he arrived.
Heather Protz was studio assistant in ceramics.

Julie Litt took a plaster cast of her face and made thirty five impressions from it.  She used several kinds of clay and fired them in different ways.  The expressions on the faces took on subtle differences.  She placed them in a grid high on the studio wall.  You would swear one was smiling, one frowning, one very sad and one angry.  The piece stayed up until 2002 when the studio was painted.
The trash used to be kept in a large yellow barrel near the front door.  One evening Donna was on the phone when she counted seven mice scurrying around in the trash barrel.  Though she thought mice were cute, this seemed a little creepy.  She told the students about the situation the next day and Monica Wachter said that she had a cat she could bring to the studio.  The cat’s name was Athena.  It was near the end of the semester.  The mice were driven out but it soon was clear that Athena was pregnant and she proceeded to deliver her kittens in one of the cupboards in the advanced student room.  The kittens grew up a little and were adopted.  Beth Lindenberger took one she called Raku, Heather Protz took one she called Dog and Donna took one that Anna named Ty.  Ty and Athena came to live at 729 Chitty Ave.    
Donna Webb recipient of the Ohio Arts Council Individual Artist Fellowship.

In April  Donna was included in “A New Generation of Ohio Artists” at Kent State University Art Gallery.  
We took a Field trip to Cleveland Museum of Art to see Chinese Tomb Sculpture.
In April Donna Webb and Judith Meyers were visiting artists at West Virginia State University.  They gave a workshop demonstration and slide lecture. On the way home Donna spilled a cup of coffee down between the windshield and the dash board of her new Aerostar.  Soon an alarm bell set of by the coffee was ringing loudly.  Judith said that she couldn’t ride all the way home with that sound.  It was nearly 5pm on a Friday evening.  They stopped at a gas station.  The attendant there called a Ford dealership.  Donna explained the coffee spill and the ringing alarm.  A man with a southern drawl asked “Mam was that Regular or De-caffeinated?  And then said that we should just start driving home and the ringing would stop in about a half hour, which it did.  Donna and Judith received a research grant for artistic collaboration in ceramics and painting.  They worked on combinations of painted furniture and ceramics.
Donna moderated the topic.  “The Meaning of Craftsmanship in Ceramics” at the National Council on Education for the ceramic Arts Conference in Portland, Ore.
Donna’s work was also shown at the Avanti Gallery in Cleveland in April.

Spring 1988 Beth Lindenberger taught Ceramics II.  In January her exhibition, Sculptural Ceramics opened at the Canton Art Institute.
In April ceramist Patti Warashina gave a  lecture.  There was a party for students and faculty after at Donna’s.

In May we took a field trip to Sprig Art craft Building Studio Sale and Open House to see artists Anna Arnold, George Bowes Catherine Butler, Laura Klaus, Leslie Nichol, Dan Postotnik, Angelica Pozo and Andrea Serafino.
Summer 1988

Joseph Blue Sky worked for Donna making molds.
FALL 1988
Advanced class:  Andrea Preis and who else?  Can someone fill this in?
Andrea Preis created a moving and memorable installation of her fabulous dinnerware in memory of her grandmother.   She wrote, 

”I built myself a little house for my dishes and they are very happy living there.  It’s like a little stage and they’re all lined up taking a bow.

The name of this piece is “This is Not Pandora’s Box”. I think it reveals a pre-occupation with feminine (not feminist) issues.  Creating something shiny, beautiful, and even opulent, from the humblest of earth materials, clay.  Working with one’s hands to create pieces which present nourishment to mankind.  It is, in a sense, a symbolic representation of woman’s nature to nurture, and to beautify even the most prosaic of activities.  It is proud and boastful and conceited about something which is mundane unless raised to a level of celebration, ceremony, or glory.

It’s almost a realization of my myth:  an ascendance from the humblest labor to a state of grace.   
                                                            Andrea Garson Preis.”
In November William Daley gave a workshop (cost, $250 from speakers committee and $200 from ceramics budget).
In November Magazine of the Beacon Journal, Beacon, Dorothy Shinn wrote an article, The Fine Art of Crafts, for the Beacon Journal Magazine, the Beacon.  The article was a review of the Ohio Perspectives exhibition organized by Barbara Tannenbaum at the Akron Art Museum.  Shinn says that there are “some accepted definitions of craft and art.  Craft, it is alleged, is preconceived production; the craftsman knows when he or she begins what the finished work will look like, how it will be done, how much time will be put into it and how much material will be used.  Art, on the other hand is never preconceived.  Art is research, like a scientific experiment, if you please.”…….. Shinn then praised the participants, Lisa Norton, Nancy Crow, Richard Harned, Bruce Metcalf and Donna Webb, concluding with,  “So these works are not mere craft, but grounded in craft, and not yet high art, but thinking about it, poised upon it, balanced at the very edge, sometimes tipping over.  The tension is stupendous.” 
   In a second art review of the same exhibition Shinn's headline “Exhibit does nothing for craft art”.   The review begins, “There are areas of craft that sort of shimmy along the edge of art.  Those currently involved in this “craft art” are readily identified by their predilection for making self-involved, useless objects and for a chameleon-like talent for reflecting some of what’s already appeared in the hottest movements.” 
“Shinn, like most critics of the time failed to see the incongruity of the special categories she was supporting.”

                                                               Donna Webb

Fall of 1988 Donna taught two Intro to Ceramics classes; Fred Nelson and Betty Taylor among others were in those classes.
There was a Fibers Invitational in the Emily Davis Gallery.
Heather Protz was studio assistant in ceramics.
In October ceramic artist William Daley gave a Lecture, Demonstration and critiqued student work.  There was a pot luck supper afterwards at Donna’s house on Chitty.
SPRING 1989

Spring 1989 Donna was on sabbatical.  Eva Kwong was a sabbatical replacement faculty during Donna’s leave.  Beth Lindenberger taught intro to ceramics and was responsible for ordering materials, maintaining equipment and for keeping order generally in the studio.  Heather Protz was studio assistant
22- March 15 Main St. Lecture series. Sculptors visited throughout the semester (Dennis Adams, Houston Conwill, Erickson Zeigler and Alfredo Jarr)

April 1989 Donald Lipsky lecture.

January 17 thru May 15 1989 Beth Lindenberger was the Studio Manager for the ceramic studio

.
Jim Klein graduated with a BFA, emphasis in ceramics.
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 Jim applied to graduate school as was accepted to Alfred University.
Summer 1989
 Jim Klein and Dave Read went to Italy with Eva Kwong and Kirk Mangus through the Studies Abroad Program, University of Georgia.
FALL 1989

Fall of 1989 Faith Albert, Kathy Ilg, Kathy Sapeinza, Sandy Fox, Dave Derrig, Monica Fuhrman, and Jon Horn among others were in Donna’s Intro to ceramics class.
Fall 1989 Advanced Ceramics Kyle Dick, Kurt Fennell, Brian Hedges, Stacy Hunter, James Klein, Julie Litt, Linda Nagy, Charles Pillitiere, Andrea Preis, David Reid and Ingeborg Wegner

Ceramics II was taught at the same time as advanced ceramics.
Kyle Dick was in advanced ceramics from fall of 1989 till spring of 1992.  He worked as the lab assistant beginning in the fall of 1987.  One of his responsibilities was for fire kilns and to help Ceramics II students with their firings. He eventually graduated with a double major in photography and ceramics.  He attended and received his MFA in photography at the Maryland Institute College of Art in Baltimore.  Kyle made everything from tableware, to a life size figure in clay.  His work was often tricky and he was accused of being as much magician as artist.  As James Klein said of Kyle, “If Kyle wanted to he could be the best artist in the world”.
 In Clay:  Life and Times a national ceramics invitational of more than 20 contemporary narrative works by 10 leading artists was exhibited in the Emily Davis Gallery.  In Clay was organized by Don Ehrlichman, associate professor of art at Bowling Green State University.  The artists were:  Robert Arneson, Jack Earl, Bill Farrell, Christine Federighi, Michael Lucero, Kirk Mangus, Berry Matthews, Judy Moonelis, John H. Stephenson, Susanne G. Stephenson and Patti Warashina.  In her review of the exhibition Dorothy Shinn said “What links them is the notion that clay can do anything any other art medium can do and then some—become a vehicle for telling a story, comment on the current scene, take a stand on issues……Painting, sculpture, move aside.  Clay is on your doorstep.”
Fall 1989 visiting artist and guest lecturer, Jun Kaneko, ceramic sculptor brought in with the help of the U of A Speakers Committee and Kent State University School of Art in April 1989. June Kaneko Lectured at the University of Akron.  Next day he met with advanced students, talked, gave crit, slides.  Saturday he went to Kent State for a workshop there.

(Cost $1000 from the Speakers committee and $200 from ceramics budget).  Jun stayed at Harry Pinnick’s Bed and Breakfast on Copley Road on Thursday and Friday nights.  On Saturday morning he continued his workshop in the Ceramic Studio at Kent State University.  Jun’s visit was made possible through cooperation between the Schools of Art at the University of Akron and Kent State University.   Japanese born sculptor, Jun Kaneko was trained at Chouinard and the Clarmont Graduate School at Scripps.  His studio was at the Bemis Foundation in Omaha, Nebraska where he makes large ceramic sculpture and tile installations.  Kaneko received a $100,000.00 percent for arts commission to create one of these tile installations for the Polsky Building on the University of Akron campus in 1993.
Visiting artist and guest lecturer, Jack Earl, ceramic artist, brought in with the help of the gallery director, School of Art

Visiting Artists and lecturers, John and Susanne Stephenson, brought in cooperation with the gallery director, school of Art.  Pot luck supper for John and Susanne Nov.8.  Donna studied with both John and Susanne.
The advanced ceramic students took a field trip to see Cleveland Art Comes of Age, Cleveland Museum of Art in Sept.
Took advanced ceramic students to Penn State University to attend the conference, Clay in the East, Nov 7 and 8 l989.

Three visiting artist critiqued advanced student work, Mark Soppeland, Oct l989, Eva Kwong, Nov 6 and Sandy Amitay Dec 13.

We photographed student work and entered the Juried Student Exhibition sponsored by the National Council on Education for the Ceramic Arts.  The students were elected to participate in this exhibition held in Cincinnati at the national conference in spring of 1990,

Alum, Heather Protz was included in “The Emerging Artist, Young Ohioans Exhibition which traveled to five Ohio cities.  She also began the MFA program in ceramics at Ohio University.
Ceramic students received special mention by the jurors of the Juried Student exhibition at the School of Art University of Akron.

Fall of 1989 Students field trip to the New Art Forms Exposition in Chicago.
Lisa Naymik went too.  Lisa had an internship in San Francisco in spring of 1990 and applied to attend Arrowmont in summer of l990.

Against Nature:  Japanese Art of the 80’s opened at the Akron Art Museum.
November 1989 Jim Sherman was hired as the technical assistant for the Art department   the position was part time.  His duties were described as follows:  Maintenance of studio facilities and equipment located in woodworking lab, jewelry, metal fabrication and welding lab, bronze foundry area; mold making lab, carving, modeling and assemblage studio and ceramic studio; includes building tables, shelves, benches, display stands, etc.  & repairing equipment such as potters wheels, pug mills, kilns & power equipment for wood and metal; oversee disposal of hazardous waste for the School of Art.
He worked 10-2pm Monday thru Friday

SPRING 1990

Stephen Csejtey, Cathy Vogel and Lisa Papp among others took Donna’s Introduction to Ceramics class.
Donna taught Ceramics II:  students included:  Faith Albert, Jon Horn, Kathy Ilg, Susanne Rowan and Sandy Fox
Advanced Ceramics:  Kyle Dick, Kurt Fennell, Brian Hedges, James Klein, Andrea Preis, David Reid, Ingeborg Wegner, Charles Pillitiere, and Stacy Hunter 

In March advanced students took a Field trip to NCECA in Cincinnati

Donna was nominated by Judy Moonelis and participated in the Emerging Talent Panel at the NCECA Conference.
Charles Pillitiere, Jim Klein, Dave Reid and Andrea Preis exhibited their work in the NCECA juried Regional Exhibition, in the Tangeman Gallery, University of Cincinnati.
On Wednesday Feb 14 we began work on the new salt kiln.  Later the kiln was completed by Bob Yost and his continuing education students.
On April 1 A New Generation of Ohio Artists opened at the Kent State University School of Art Gallery.

On April 4 advanced students gave Pot luck supper for Deborah Horrrell.  
We took a Field trip to Baldwin and Wallace College to see Steve Bradford’s exhibition.  Steve participated in the final critique for the advanced students.

On Sat April 21 there was a Studio warming party at Donna’s new studio on Chitty.

On April 10, 1990 this memo came from Dean Wallace Williams:
             “It is with sincere regret that I have accepted the resignation of Professor Earl Ertman who has given dedication and vision in building a very strong school of art.  Mr. Ertman has given over twenty years of professional service to the university and through his efforts and that of the faculty; we have one of the best art facilities in the state.” 
Dave Reid had his senior exhibition.  He applied to graduate schools and was accepted to Cranbrook.

Cranbrook.
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Summer 1990
In July Hui Chu Ying held a printmaking workshop for female faculty.  Donna did etching and silkscreen.

May 1990 Donna Webb and Joseph Blue Sky were married.

August 27, 1990 Dean Wallace Williams recommended to Interim Provost Ruebel that Associate Professor, Andrew Borowiec be appointed Acting Director of the School of Art.
Fall 1990
Advanced Ceramics:  Faith Albert, Kyle Dick, Kurt Fennell, Sandra Fox, Jon Horn, Charles Pillitiere, Susanne Rowan, and Ingeborg Wegner.
Ceramics II was taught at the same time as advanced ceramics.
In September the  Speakers Committee combined $4000 from the Myers Fund with grants from the Ohio Arts Council and the National Endowment to fund The Main Street Project.  This was a project in which artists made an initial visit to Akron to look at our Main Street.  Each returned to give a lecture and a proposal for use or transformation of that downtown space.  The included artists were Dennis Adams, Kate Ericson, Mel Ziegler, Houston Conwell and Alfredo Jar.  
Advanced student Stacy Hunter said in her artist’s statement:  “Further evidence of the lack of recognition of ceramics is in any Art History book.  For example, I leafed through Jansen’s History of Art and found ancient pottery represented with a few pictures of Cycladic, Minoan and Greek pots, but not a single mention or picture of any ceramic art in the 2500 years following.  In my modern art history class, the “craft movement” was barely touched upon, and that was only mentioned to illustrate briefly the reaction against the industrial revolution. “
In October Advanced students took field trip to SOFA and to the Art Institute of Chicago.  We saw the exhibition From Poussin to Matisse and went to the observatory on top of the John Hancock Center.  The first night in Chicago we stayed with Kurt Fennel’s parents, Star and Ralph in Warrenville Illinois.  The second night we stayed at the Holiday Inn down near the pier where the SOFA exhibition (Sculptural Objects and Functional Art.).  Those on the trip included:  Faith, Ingeborg Wegner, Charles Pillitiere, Susi Rowan, Kyle Dick, Bob Yost, Heather Protz, Joe Chiofolo, and Donna Webb
 On October 15 we installed our work in the gallery we now call the Projects Gallery for a critique with visiting artists in conjunction with Shaanzi-Ohio Exhibition in the Emily Davis Gallery, Dang Ronghua, vice Director of the Shaanxi Cultural Bureau, Tchai Tsinghu Deputy Head of the Baoji Municipal Cultural Center, Peng Li, faculty of the Xian Art School and Wang Jin interpreter. 

Students worked with Bob Yost to build a catenary salt kiln within the fenced in "kiln patio”.  Those who worked on the kiln included students from Bob’s continuing education class.
1991-1996
· During the years from 1991 thru 1996 those in the ceramics program saw attitudes in the art world change and saw those changes incorporated by the School of Art.  1993 was the Year of American Craft.  Henry Ford Community College held a forum discussing “The Potential Place of Ceramics in the Mainstream of Art.  Donna and nine students attended.  The Akron Art Museum exhibition Ohio Perspectives:  Ceramics showed the work of six important Ohio ceramic artists and invited William Hunt, editor of Ceramics Monthly to talk about Where is Clay Today and where is it going?

· Newsweek’s Jan 1994 issue said that “The art scene can’t support all the MFAs the system produces.”  The author Peter Plagens speculated that many art graduates were in debt; with out the training to do anything marketable.

· In this climate art schools were under pressure to be sure that they were relevant.

· The art departments of the MAC-10 schools: Bowling Green University, Ball State, Western Michigan, Eastern Michigan University, Central Michigan University, University of Toledo and the University of Akron held a conference to discuss the roll of the 3-D programs.  We held a joint exhibition and discussed the issues common to those doing work in three dimensions.  There was agreement that we had much in common.  

· In the school of art at the University of Akron Bob Huff, Christina DePaul and Donna Webb presented a joint project on the idea of containment for the advanced classes.

· The School of Art underwent its bid for reaccreditation by the National Association of Schools of Art and Design.  The self study for the ceramics area concluded that “the Bachelor of Fine Arts with an emphasis in ceramics meets all of the NASAD standards except perhaps not enough emphasis is put on ceramic history or on business practices in ceramics.  The self study goes on to ask about how we use the NASAD evaluation to improve the program. Donna’s answer suggests that looking at the success of our students and alums is the best way to strengthen the program.  A school wide exhibition of student work was the focus of a Panel on Excellence put together by the Speakers Committee chaired by Donna Webb.  The Keynote speaker was Mitchell Kahan, Director of the Akron Art Museum and four school of art faculty, Pat Bishop, Dennis Kleidon, Christina DePaul and Don Harvey, known for their high standards for student work.   Each presented a way of approaching quality.  The Speakers Committee also put together an Alumni Lecture Series with the goals of seeing how our most successful alums were doing and to give current students a chance to interact with them.  Finally the Speakers Committee sponsored a History of Craft lecture series.

· By 1996 ceramics was no longer isolated.  They were firmly aligned with other 3-D areas both in the school and throughout the region.

SPRING 1991

Advanced Ceramics:  Faith Albert, Deb Conner-Yoders, Kyle Dick, Sandra Fox, Monica Fuhrman, Jon Horn, David Lewis, Lisa Papp, Susanne Rowan, Kris Stadelman, Cathy Vogel, Ingeborg Wegner, Marta Weist, Kurt Fennel, Charles Pillitiere and David Lewis. 

Ptah completed the three year MFA program in sculpture at San Francisco State in April 1991.

December of 1991 Charles Pillitiere had his BFA Exhibition, Sculpture/Architotemics. 
Deanna Policy took Independent Study. 
Susie Rowan had an exhibition at the Signature Frame Gallery in Munroe Falls.
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Aspects of Ethnicity opened in the Emily Davis Gallery.

The students had a Field trip to Canton Art Institute to see the National Ceramic Invitational.

Chuck McWheeny, ceramic sculptor and professor at Ohio University Athens came for a lecture and critique.

The Advanced students exhibited together in the Projects Gallery.
Intro students also installed work in the Projects Gallery.  The project was called “Clay on Wires” and involved small pieces of glazed clay suspended on wires.
  We had a nude model in the intro to ceramics class.  One student dropped out of school because she was upset about the nudity.
 Millworks, Akron’s Alternative Art Galleries presented UNCENSORED a totally uncensored show at Canal Place 540 South Main, building #17.
Ceramics II, our throwing class was cancelled due to low enrollment.
Art without Walls exhibition was held at Canal Place.
Donna wrote an Educational Research and Development Grant and was awarded $1500.00 to pay for a University maintenance crew to make a hole through the sheet metal roof over the salt kiln for the chimney and to pay for the electric shop to complete the hook-up of safety devices.
We asked the Timken Company to give us free used brick.  They responded that their insurance company would not allow us to go to the yard to pick up old brick.  They did build us a double walled stainless steel chimney which is still in place today.  Thank you!

Heather Protz had her MFA thesis exhibition at the Seigfred Gallery, Ohio University, June 1991, Confessions of Observations.
Bob Yost won the Robert Mann $1,000 Award for Ceramics at the Cleveland May Show
Andrew Borowiec was Acting Director of the School of Art
SUMMER 1991

Memo:

7/3/91, To Christina/Bob/Donna

Subject:  3D work display cases.
You’ve probably noticed that there are new cases for displaying three dimensional work next to the auditorium.  They were exorbitantly expensive costing over 5% of our entire annual operating budget; I hope the expense was justified.  Could you please make sure that there is work in them before school starts on September 3?  Thanks Andrew.

Spring 1992 Diane Archer among others was a student in Intro to Ceramics class.
Marta Weist was in and out of advanced ceramics from spring of 1991 thru fall of 1997 when she became pregnant with her son Solomon.  Her functional work especially her decorated bowls were always intriguing.  Her paper, “The Idea of the Head” fall 1997 was memorable. 
FALL 1991

Advanced Ceramics:  Faith Albert, Kyle Dick (advanced plus 3 cr. of Ind, Study),Sandra Fox, Monica Fuhrman, Lisa Papp, Susanne Rowan (plus 3 cr. hours of independent study), Ingeborg Wegner and David Lewis.  
The Ceramics II class was taught at the same time as advanced.  There were 15 students in Cer II plus 8 in advanced made for a large class.
Rinda Metz came up from Ohio Wesleyan to do a workshop 

Faith Albert had her senior exhibition at Tomorrow’s Treasures on West Cedar St. with paintings and ceramics.
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SPRING 1992
Advanced Ceramics:  Marianne Dias, Sandra Fox, Frankie Gearhart

Shirley Nourjian, Lisa Papp, Timothy Patrick Purk, Susie Rowan, Meg Slinker, Ingeborg Wegner, Judy Zetts, Katie Kramer, Faith Albert (1 cr. hr),David Lewis (2 credit Hr.), Heather Protz (1 cr. Hr.)   Kyle Dick (1 cr hr.) 
David Lewis worked as an advanced ceramic student from spring of 1991 to spring of 1992 and then disappeared.  His work was about the goddess and the work that he left behind in the studio continues to interest the students who see it.
Ceramics II was taught at the same time as advanced ceramics.  Orianna Webb was in the class.   http://oriannawebb.net/
Students in advanced and ceramics II rakued at Warren Harrisons house in May.  

In March  Donna Webb Ceramics was the exhibition at Ohio Wesleyan University Gallery, as part of the exhibition Donna was a visiting artist at Ohio Wesleyan at the invitation of Rinda Metz.

Faith Albert took 1 cr hour of independent study this spring.  She was pregnant with her due date in June.  Sandy Fox had a baby shower for her.  Donna and Orianna Webb made a little set of porcelain plates with blue and red flowers on them for the baby.   

  More than a thousand people showed up for Millworks Gallery’s opening reception of its “Spring” show.  There was a full acre of innovative art, mostly by local artists at the Akron gallery.  In all, there were more than 70 artists represented, including John Communale, Saffron Twocats, Bruce Gates, Donna Webb, Joe Blue Sky and Greg Karkarwski.  The exhibition organized by Michael Owens at Akron’s Canal Place, one of B.F. Goodrich’s former factory spaces, Building 17, 530 S. Main.  Owens, Jack Baker and Jill Bacon curated this and most of the other exhibits that took place at Canal Place and at Millworks Gallery from 1989 thru 1992.
Donna had a retrospective exhibition:
                        May 3- 26 Donna Webb:  Ceramics 1989-1991

                                       William Busta Gallery.
Ceramics I students had a live model in class and also did raku firing.
Advanced students attended the NCECA conference in Philadelphia.  We rented a large van and drove.  We also visited Henry Mercer’s home and his Moravian tile works on the way home.  Ingeborg Wegner and Lisa Papp went to NCECA.  Who else went?
 Sandie Fox was the studio assistant in the spring of 1992 and did a great job.  She successfully completed her BFA Exhibition in April and returned to ceramics in fall of 1992 for post bac. Credit.  Sandie explored raku and strike firing of her lustrous, metallic vessels. 
 FALL 1992

Advanced Ceramics:  Neil Baumann, Marianne Dias, Jennifer Flecksteiner, Sandie Fox, Don Houk, Shirley Nourjian, Kathy O’Conner, Patrick Purk, Andy Rice, Susie Rowan, Meg Slinker (advanced ceramics and 3hrs of Ind study) Marta Weist, Judith Zetts (ad cer plus 2 cr hrs ind study), Ingeborg Wegner, Lisa Papp, Lea Lawson (Skaroupka).  Ceramics II was taught at the same time as advanced.  Marina Yakubik and Mary Lutz-Hoyt among others were in the class.  Lisa Papp acted as the aid for the class.
Bob Huff, Christina DePaul and Donna Webb presented a discussion of Containment to be the theme of a joint exhibition.  Patty Bilsky of the U. of A. Police talked to the students about the problems of outdoor installation on campus.  This was the result of an installation behind the ceramics building of a piece by Patrick Purk.  Patrick used chicken bones in a ceremonial way.  The police office thought that the installation was based on a satanic message.

  Students in the 3-D areas created a juried exhibition on the theme of Containment.  

Amy Craft took Introduction to Ceramics as a graduate student and wrote a paper about Museums with important permanent collections of contemporary ceramics.

Sandy Amitay enters the MFA program in ceramics at Kent State University.
Rod Bengston became Interim Director of the University Art Galleries

On September 19 Donna held a “3-D party in her studio on Chitty Ave.  All the students and faculty from sculpture, metals, ceramics and 3-D were invited.

On Friday September 25 L. Dominico and D. Archer had at opening at Grand Exchange Gallery run by Heather Protz.

Saturday October 17 Lisa Papp married Mike Wohlwend.

November 1992 Donna Webb and Joseph Blue Sky exhibited Dragon Vase in Out of Clay: an Exhibition of Contemporary Ceramics, The Clara Kott von Storch Gallery in Dexter, Michigan. juried by Ruth Butler, editor, Ceramics Monthly. And a guardian Head with Vase in Architectonics, Rensselaer, Indiana, juried by Emily Kass, Executive Director, Fort Wayne Museum of Art.
The kilns in use were the Amaco, Econo, salt kiln and the three Alpine kilns.
No Holiday Sale was held
SPRING 1993
Advanced ceramics:  Phyllis Bowman, Marianne Dias, Kathleen O"Conner, Sharon Pulling, Patrick Purk, Leea Skaroupka, Shirley Nourjian, Ingeborg Wegner, Chris Winnans, Judy Zetts, Andy Rice and Marta Weist. Seven of these students were also taking three credit hours of independent study in ceramics.   Ceramics II was offered at the same time as the advanced class.  Ceramics II students often sat in to hear advanced students proposals and critiques.
1993 was the Year of American Craft 

 Henry Ford Community College held a forum discussing “The Potential Place of Ceramics in the Mainstream of Art (Current and Future)  Panelists were Mitchell Merback, Historian, Kristin Poole, Curator, Maria Porges, Critic, Tony Hepburn, ceramic sculpture, Ronald Kuchta, Everson Museum Director.  Several galleries mounted exhibitions:  the Sisson Gallery, Pewabic Pottery, Swidler Gallery and Cranbrook Academy of Art.  Donna and nine students attended:  Andrew Rice, Marta Weist, Ingeborg Wegner, Lisa Papp Marianne Dias, Shirley Nourjian, Susanne Rowan, Patrick Purk and Sandie Fox.

After a year in ceramics, Patrick Purk left to pursue a degree in math and then switched to medicine.
 Mark Gordon did a workshop with students.  Mark Gordon has traveled throughout the Mediterranean and Caribbean documenting traditional potters and brick makers.  He had recently taught at the San Francisco Art Institute and at the University of California, Davis.  Gordon was Visiting Assistant Professor in Ceramics at the University of Michigan.

In May Charles Pillitiere had his MFA Thesis Exhibition Ever Fresh, at the  Seigfred Gallery, Ohio University Athens, OH.
Also in May Vanessa Smith received the Master of Fine Arts Emphasis in Ceramics, Sculpture and drawing from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.

Susie Rowan was accepted into graduate school at Indiana University but decided not to addend.
 In April :  Children’s Hospital Medical Center’s new eight-story wing opens with a wide variety of artwork in its 250,000 square foot structure. The theme of the hospitals project was “Through the Eyes of a Child.  About one-half of one percent of the building’s $70 million cost was devoted to creating the art collection.   Many of the nearly 400 pieces of art in the hospital’s collection were created directly by, or in cooperation with, faculty members of UA’s School of Art.
A major piece in that collection at 9 foot high and 24 feet wide is the sea mural inside the hospital’s West Exchange Street entrance.  It was a group effort led by Donna Webb, professor of art, and her husband Joseph Blue Sky.  Area students contributed special tiles and students such as Ingeborg Wegner, Marianne Dias, Lisa Wohlwend and Pat Bishop helped with the installation which took about two weeks.  The backbone of the help came from the group of artists who made up Group See an informal group of ceramic artists and University of Akron alums who got together to propose this project.  They were:  Donna Webb, Joe Blue Sky, Heather Protz, Warren Harrison, Beth Lindenberger and Vicki Staiger
Heather Protz opened the Union Image Gallery at 933 W. Exchange.  Over a period of several years she showed local artists on a regular basis including an exhibition:  Group SEE:  Collaboration.
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I’m in a haze

When it comes to glaze

Too thick, too thin,

I just can’t win.

                   Phyllis Bowman, advanced ceramics student
In the spring of 1993 there were no prerequisites for Intro to Ceramics.  Though most of the 30 students in the two intro to ceramics classes were art majors there were also a chemistry major , an industrial management major, an occupational therapy major, a biology major, an anthropology major and two undecided.

The Intro to Ceramics Class created a mural using raku tiles for the retaining wall in the front of the ceramics building.
Christine Pettis Took ceramics II for graduate credit.  She organized a Saturday field trip for elementary school students to visit the University of Akron ceramic studio.  She also worked with the 5th and 6th grade art club students to design and construct a tile mural to be installed in the lobby of their school.
Kathy O’Conner created a series of metal and ceramic figures with the theme of Bound Figures dealing with gender issues for her senior exhibition in spring of l993.  Kathy may have been the last person to graduate with an emphasis in Crafts.

 Kathy’s Artist’s Statement

This work is about woman bound.  What is woman bound by?

She is bound by expectations and stereotypes of society.

She is bound by the world of violence around her.

She is bound by bias.

She is bound by her own inner daemons, her neurosis and psychosis.

She is also bound by love, tenderness, and caring.

The binding comes from within and without.  It is both positive and negative.  It can either make us closer to others or alienate us from them.

The bindings are physical, mental, and spiritual.

Much of what binds women is perceived rather than actual:  it is self inflicted.

To free her spirit, woman must refuse to accept that which is forced upon her.  She must deal with the issues that bind her and resolve her own inner conflicts.  Only by confronting and dealing with them can she throw them off and begin on the road to self actualization, to freeing her spirit.  It is a goal not easily reached.  It is won in baby steps.  It is a lifelong effort and journey.

Woman does not fail by not winning.  She only fails by not trying.”
                                                                            Kathy O’Conner
May 1993 Donna Webb and Lisa Wohlwend attended the Tile Heritage Foundation meeting in Westerville, OH.  They visited Epro Tile, the Edward Orton Jr. Ceramic Foundation, and the Ross C. Purdy Museum of Ceramics.  They also saw the offices of Maloon, Maloon and Barclay at 475 East Town Street to see a solarium with tiles, floor to ceiling with fireplace, mantel and grate, window surrounds, flower boxes, fountain and three glorious murals all custom made for the site by Rookwood Pottery.  The room was designed in Italy and the plans taken to Rookwood for fabrication in l919.  On the last day of the conference we visited Greenfield, Ohio to see McClain High School “A haven of Arts and Crafts Ideals”.  
Kilns in use included Amaco, Econo, He Who, Rosie, Pereco, and the three Alpines
Jim Klein and Dave Reid started KleinReid, a production pottery studio.  They live and work in Williamsburg a neighborhood in Brooklyn, NY.  With two assistants they produced 2000 pots a month for 200 stores.  They offered students a new role model for a small studio making mass-produced pottery.  Outlets for their work included Aero and the Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum store in Manhattan, Breukelen in Brooklyn, Barneys in Tokyo and Harrods in London. 
Andrew Borowiec was Director of the School of Art
FALL 1993
Advanced Ceramics:  Marianne Dias, Sandi Fox, Susan Isles, Shirley Nourjian, Tim Sanker (left to go to culinary school), Eric Schweitzer, Ingeborg Wegner, Lisa Wohlwend, Lea Skaroupka, Mary Lutz-Hoyt, Patrick Purk, Any Rice, Kate Utlak and Ji Hui Kim, a post bach ceramics student, Ji Hui Kim enrolled to improve her English so she could attend Kent State as a graduate student.
Ceramics II was taught at the same time as advanced.
The intro to ceramics class included a major in mortuary science, a Spanish language major, herbology and holistic medicine, nursing biology
Advanced students are required to demonstrate throwing to the ceramics II students.
Mary Barringer gave a work shop and slide lecture in Oct.
Shirley Nourjian gave a workshop for Wayne county School art teachers on Techniques in clay Surfaces at the University of Akron.
INVITATION

“You are invited to a party in celebration of Bonnie’s (Donna’s mother-in- law) last day at work at the Academy of Court Reporting and first day as a real estate agent, Joe and Donna’s new house and HALLOWEEN* at 69 Edgerton 7pm – midnight.
*costumes preferred. 

In November Carl Thornton of 3-M came to set-up a train the trainer class to teach faculty and staff how to use respirators.

During an afternoon class Donna turned off the vent fans in the kiln room in order to talk to the Intro to Ceramics students about the kilns that were firing.  She did not turn the fans back on.  The next morning Eric Sweitzer came to check the kilns he felt dizzy and was barely able to get to the front door.  When Donna arrived a little later there were three safety vehicles parked at the door of ceramics.  The carbon monoxide level had risen to dangerous levels due to three gas kilns firing with no fans on.
A new ventilation system was installed in the kiln room.  High temperature fans and an air return were installed as well as electronic controls tying the ventilation system to kiln use.  The cost of this system was over $20,000.00.  It never quite worked correctly and had to be disconnected to fire the kilns.  The studio had signs and rules to prevent firing with no fans.
Tom Webb was director of the School of Art.
SPRING 1994
January 1994 Donna moved her clay studio from chitty Ave to the 943 Dopler to accommodate anticipated architectural tile work.  Donna and Joe began work on a fountain for Metro-Health Hospital in Cleveland.  
Advanced students:  John Dietsch, Sue Isles, Mary Lutz-Hoyt, Shirley Nourjian, Shonda Ross, Eric Schweitzer, Leea Skaroupka, Margaret Slinker, Kate Utlak, Marta Weist, Lisa Wohlwend, (also took 3 hours of glaze calc), Frank Regan, Ingeborg Wegner, Andy Rice, Marianne Dias.
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Advanced students were required to demonstrate throwing for one of the Ceramics II students.

There were about fifteen communal kiln firings.  The schedule of these firing was posted near the kilns during the first week of classes.  Each advanced student was responsible for two gas kiln and two electric kiln firings.
Students had a  Pot luck in the Ceramic Studio for Jun Kaneko.  At 7:40 he gave a Lecture Sponsored by the School of Art and the Student Art League March .  Jun’s honorarium was $200.00 from Speakers Committee and $200.00 from Student Art League. 
The School of Art completed a self study for the National Association of Schools of Art and Design.  The self study for the ceramics area concluded that “the Bachelor of Fine Arts with an emphasis in ceramics meets all of the NASAD standards except perhaps not enough emphasis is put on ceramic history or on business practices in ceramics.”
The study asked “how do we use the evaluation to improve the program?
Donna said:

“In the past five years, students have graduated from the following graduate schools:  San Francisco State, Ohio University (2), Chicago Art Institute.  Cranbrook and Alfred University.  I evaluate the program by observing my alumni.  I see how they use their education to function in the world.  The program is successful in that my graduates continue to be active in ceramics.  All the graduates however would be doing better with even stronger foundation in ceramics.  My goals and objectives are based on observing these needs.  No student has a full time college or public school teaching and no student is supporting him or herself by doing ceramics full time.  A high quality program will eventually produce students who are contributing in these ways.”

Donna went on to list some other concerns:

Students show little interest in current issues in the field

Few men (22%) and fewer minorities (9%).

No history of craft class

One full time faculty member in ceramics

Few majors (30%0 of the advanced students

Aging equipment

Inadequate maintenance program

Inadequate budget for equipment and maintenance.

Little work done in mold making due to the lack of a suitable workspace for plaster.

Need stronger work in student exhibitions.
As a result of ongoing concerns about ventilation.  The fans for the kilns were successfully connected to the use of gas in the kilns.  No fans-no gas.”  
In January Courage: A National Juried Exhibition, was held at  Art at the Powerhouse & E.I.O. Gallery Powerhouse/Nautica Complex, Cleveland.  The jurors were Amy Sparks, Writer and Critic and Andrew Stypinski (professor of Aesthetics, PhD.)  Group See organized the exhibition of works of art about courage.  This exhibition featured works from 55 artists from 18 states as was installed at the Art at the Powerhouse Gallery in Cleveland from January to February
Lisa Wohlwend was in Advanced Ceramics for six semesters and graduated with the BA in spring of 1994.  She worked for Donna in her studio in the summer of 1991.  She was a studio assistant in 92-93 firing kilns and responsible for studio organization.  She visited the Mercer Tile Works and the Pewabic Pottery She made more that thirty tile molds, developed a beautiful palette of glazes and produced hundreds of tiles.
In April  Eva Kwong did a workshop and lectured on her work

Also in April  Ed Eberle came from Pittsburgh to do a workshop and lectured on his work as part of Arts Awareness Month.
Akron Mud Hens visited U of A ceramic studio for texture in clay demonstration by Shirley Nourjian April 9, 1994. 
In March faculty from the 3-D areas of the Mac-10 conference schools met in Bowling Green Ohio.  They discussed issues common to the teaching in all of the 3: D areas.  It gave everyone “a better understanding of the diverse visual levels of media occurring throughout the MAC-10”  They discussed the “Present Status of 3-D Arts”  Topics included Multi-Cultural Recruitment, New Genre/Multi-Media Directions, Public Outreach Programs and Public Art Exhibitions.”  We agreed to inform each other of workshops, visiting artists and exhibitions.  We also exchanged slides representative of the entire 3-D faculty in our respective institutions.  We planned an exhibition at Bowling Green University art Gallery of 3-D faculty from the MAC-10 schools. (University of Akron, Ball State University, Bowling Green University, Miami University, Western Michigan University, Kent State University, Eastern Michigan University, University of Toledo, Ohio University and Central Michigan University.).
We all received a copy of an article from January 24, 1994 Newsweek Magazine, School is Out, Far Out by Peter Plagens.  “In Yale's current M.F.A. sculpture program, the favored form of artistic labor is no longer carving or welding, but research.”
“Four semesters of the M.F.A. program at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago will leave painter Merriellen Johnson, 30 almost $16,000 in dept.  Since all her daubing and theorizing hasn’t trained her to do anything marketable, she’ll probably have to get a clerical job to start paying off her student loans. “A student from the Art Institute described her self as over-educated and under qualified”

“The art scene can’t support all the M.F.A.s the system produces.  But it does need a select few new artists from the group.  They’ll become the new gallery faves.  Some might scandalize a future Whitney Biennial or two.  A couple will eventually get museum retrospectives.  And one might even set a new price record for a living artist at Sotheby’s.” 
In the spring of 1994 the intro class had two radiology students, clothing and textiles, accounting physical therapy, history, mechanical engineering and English majors in the class.

Ceramics II was taught at the same time as advanced.

The Third Annual Japanese Tea Ceremony:  Simplicity & Spiritual Tranquility hosted by Donna Webb and Mikiko Tanaka with eighteen potters and twelve staff members from the local Japanese American community.[image: image21.jpg]
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Summer 1994

Wayne Reitz took an independent study and worked in Donna’s studio on Dopler

FALL 1994

In October Don Drumm exhibited Masters, Mentors and Marvelous Craftsmen Bonnie Gordon, Luke and Rolland Lietzke, Annette McCormick, Tim Mather, Donna Webb, Joseph Blue Sky, George Whitten were the clay artists.
Advanced ceramics:  Bonnie Cohen, Kristsen Conti, Marianne Dias, John Dietsch, Brian Hedges, Shirley Nourjian, Margaret Slinker, Ramona Unstott, Kathleen Utlak, Frank Regan and Ingeborg Wegner. Wayne Reitz, Leea Skaroupka and Paulette Smith took independent study.
Meg Slinker graduated Summa Cum Laude and began to apply to graduate schools. 
The class took a field trip to the Cleveland Museum to see the exhibition of Japanese and Korean ceramics.  We also attended the Robert Brady lecture at the Manchester Craftsman Guild in Pittsburg and a workshop by Tim Mather at the Cleveland Museum of Art.
Donna and nine ceramic students went to the opening reception for Contemporary Ohio Ceramics at the Ohio Craft Museum in Columbus Ohio in September.  The exhibition featured works by 22 artists.
Mary Ann Scheer did a work shop for the metals students in October

The 8th Annual Holiday was held on Tuesday and Wednesday December 5 and 6.

Kevin Machesky took one hour of Independent Study in raku fired ware from Donna
Donna taught Ceramics II and John Dietsch acted as an aid in the class.

The ceramics II class did a raku firing at Warren Harrison’s in October.

The Speakers Committee discussed beginning the distinguished alumni series by inviting Mary Myers to be our first speaker.  Christina DePaul described her as an”art advocate, collector, past president of the Akron Art Museum, on the board of the Whitney and a panelist for the NEA”. 

In addition the committee discussed inviting alumni who had recently competed graduate school to talk about their work.  Suggested alumni included Jim Klein, Dave Reid, Ptah, Fred Nelson and Kira Louscher.  The committee agreed to provide $250 for Ron Desmitt to speak to students as part of his exhibition at the Davis Gallery in October.    Finally a lecture series on the History of crafts for spring semester was discussed.  One possibility was for a craft historian to visit for a week, giving evening lecturers and critique student work in the afternoon.  Suggested speakers were Bruce Metcalf, Michael and Sarah Bodine and Bill Hunt.  Christopher Hoot suggested that the history of type had parallels with the crafts and might be included in the lecture series.

The budget for the year for the Speakers Committee was $5665.15 (includes $900.00 carried over for 93-94).   
At the September 29 meeting the committee agrees to invite the group of alums who have recently graduated.  The committee also agreed to pursue a lecture series on the history of crafts for spring.  They discussed the possibility of grants.  Bruce Metcalf was interested in coming in April to do a series of 5, 2 ½ half hour long lectures on the History of crafts.  He would be at the school for five days and would like $500.00 per lecture.  He would talk to students and do crits in the afternoons.  We decided to call Sarah and Michael Bodine to see that they might be interested in doing.  Donna reported that Melissa Paul, our new continuing education coordinator was interested in helping to sponsor the History of Craft lecture series.  We gained the advertising that continuing education did within the community, help in paying the speaker’s fee and students could get in free with their ID.

Donna reported that Mary Myers is reluctant to be our first Distinguished Alumni Lecturer.  She is very busy and is not sure students would be interested in hearing her speak.  

Tyrone Geter reported on a traveling exhibition currated by Bing Davis and supported by an NEA grant on contemporary African American Crafts.

At the October 6 meeting we decided to invite Sarah Bodine and Michael Dunas to do our Craft History lectures.  They are teaching History of Crafts at Philadelphia College, Tyler and Moore College.  Sarah was editor of Metal Smith Magazine.  http://www.snagmetalsmith.org/Publications/Metalsmith/ They felt they could condense their historical lectures into five two to three hour sessions.   They did group crits during the day and were paid $2000.00 for the series.  They sent the following for us to include in Dialogue Magazine*:
                  Sarah Bodine & Michael Dunas are independent scholars, writers, lecturers and curators in the fields of craft, art and design.  For the past dozen years, they have jointly lectured on craft history and criticism at universities and art schools in the United States and Canada, including Cranbrook Academy of Art, Rhode Island School of Design, Cleveland Institute of Art, SUNY, New Paltz, The College Art Association and Nova Scotia College of Art and Design.  In the summer of l989, they were visiting critics at the ceramic art program at Alfred University, Alfred, NY.  In l988, they developed a course “Modern Craft:  A Critical History” that they teach at the University of the Arts and Tyler School of Art, in Philadelphia, PA.
* Dialogue was an art magazine founded and published in Akron, and later Columbus, Ohio. It covered the arts of Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, western Pennsylvania, Kentucky and northern Illinois. Founded in 1978 by artist Don Harvey and museum executive and former Artforum editor John Coplans, it began having financial troubles in 2002, changed hands, and ceased publication entirely in June 2004.  Wikipedia
                  Their collaborative articles, essays and reviews have appeared in magazines such as Metropolis, American Ceramics, Metal smith, and The New Art Examiner and in catalogs of international solo and group exhibitions.

                  “modern Craft:  A Critical History” spans a century of craft, from William Morris to the present.  It is designed to engage the studio artist in the issues and ideas of craft through a loosely chronological survey of the practitioners and work.  The emphasis of the course is on defining the field of craft through its particular concerns, including labor, function, virtuosity, materiality and the intimacy of the object.” 
On October 19 the committee announced that Bruce Metcalf has agreed to come to give two lectures on Wed. April 26.  the first at noon was on his work.  The second lecture in the evening was on Issues in the Crafts.  These were the final lectures in our history of craft series.  Bruce was paid $250.00 from the Speakers budget, $125.00 from ceramics and 125.00 from ceramics.  

October 1994 Christina DePaul and Donna took students to The Great Lakes Regional Symposium on Craft:  The Craft Artist in the context of Late Twentieth-Century American Culture at the Detroit Institute of Arts and The Center for Creative Studies College of Art and Design.
Ellen Dissanayake spoke on “The Pleasure and Meaning of Making”.

And Mary Douglas spoke on “The Craftsman as Yeoman:  Myth and Cultural Identity in American Craft”.

Oct 1994 Work by Donna Webb and Joseph Blue Sky is included in Contemporary Ohio Ceramics curated by William Hunt, former editor of Ceramics Monthly.  
SPRING 1995

Eva Kwong taught advanced ceramics and ceramics II while Donna had creative reassignment to work on a thematic Fountain at Metro-Health Hospital.
Paulette Smith was in Eva’s class and was accepted into graduate school at Kent in fall of l995.
Meg Slinker acted as a teaching assistant for Eva while Meg’s applications for graduate school were processed

Donna organized the Panel on Excellence in Art which was held on Wednesday March 1 at the School of Art.  The discussion was timed to coincide with the exhibits of student work that were up in the halls for the NASAD accrediting team. This work was the “background” for the discussion about excellence.    Mitchell Kahan was the keynote speaker.  He discussed the idea of excellence in art in general.  Following Mitchell four faculty, Dennis Kleidon, Pat Bishop, Christina DePaul and Don Harvey each spoke ten minutes on the topic.   Questions put to the speakers included:  How do you define excellence in a cultural climate that emphasizes diversity?  How can we set standards in a learning environment?  How do we strike a balance as we evaluate personal growth of students against our standard of excellent work?  How do standards from one culture apply to another?  Define what art education should provide and what competencies an excellent student has?  
Donna and Joe completed The Magic Fountain a permanent tile installation and fountain at the Metro-Health Hospital in Cleveland in May of 1995.  The commission was for $16,000.00.  Alums Marianne Dias and Warren Harrison worked on the project also.  The tiles took nearly a year to complete and the installation took forty days (and forty nights)
The Fountain was part of the Michael J. Bohdan Tree House at the Center for Education and Research, MetroHealth Medical Center.  The Tree House fulfilled the wish of Michael to create a play area with an atmosphere to help comfort and add joy during the time that children are hospitalized.
Mark Soppeland also created a piece for the Tree House.
Kevin Machesky took Independent study with Eva Kwong
Jim Klein and Dave Reid began a licensing relationship with Dansk International.  They went on to create four popular collections for the manufacturer:  Craftmark (97), Vesi (98&99), Wild Willow (2000) and Liinea (2000).  More than 90 individual pieces were designed for these collections.
Marianne Dias’ senior exhibition; Unity, Duality, Singularity, A series of ceramics and printmaking relating to the many sides of “The Goddess was held in the Projects Gallery, Folk Hall.
SUMMER 1995

Andy Rice left to study in the Czech Republic.

Donna received a Faculty Summer Fellowship to complete a tile mural for the front of the ceramics building.  The Fellowship was for $5500.00.   Joe worked with Donna to design and make the tiles.  Student, Mikiko Tanaka was hired to help make glazes, fire and install tiles. The wall depicts the story of the history of ceramics.  A discussion of the wall provides an introduction to the history, techniques and forms of ceramics.
Shirley Nourjian created a project for the Governors Institute for high school students.  They began at the end of June and by the middle of July had completed a mural on the ceramics building underneath the front window.
FALL 1995
Was this Christina’s first year as director?

The School of Art celebrated its 10th year at Folk Hall with a Reception on Sunday December 11. Marianne Dias created star shaped ceramic center pieces for the tables and Mikiko Tanaka created the floral arrangements.
Advanced Ceramics:  Carolyn Evey, Sarah Hersman, Karyn Ludlam(6 cr hrs) Mary Lutz-Hoyt, Mikiko Tanaka, Kathleen Utlak (6 cr hrs), Brian Hedges, Ingeborg Wegner, Frank Regan, Marianne Dias ( working on an incomplete), and Monica Furman (working on an incomplete).
In response to the History of Craft lectures in the spring of 1995, Advanced Ceramic students each presented the ceramic art of a decade in our own ongoing lecture series.

 Ceramics II was taught at the same time as advanced.
I believe that Fred Massaro was the 3-D technician this year.

Bob Yost opened Yost Tile Co. at Canal Place.

Bob had taught in the continuing education program at the University of Akron since 1990.  During that time the program had grown.  Bob plus his group of 10 to 15 students met once a week in the evening for five weeks at a time.  The students tended to sign up for more than one class.  Several of the students continued on a regular bases for several years.  There were many positive effects of having the continuing education students in the studio.  There was more work produced and more kiln firings as well as more activity in the studio in the evening.  Eventually however difficulties developed over maintenance of the studio.  Donna was responsible for a growing number of people working in the studio.  This was not an official part of her job and as the ordering of supplies, maintenance of equipment, cleaning and numbers of works to be stored increased tensions increased also.  Eventually many of the continuing education students followed Bob to his new studio in Canal Place where he set up a studio in which he taught classes.
Sarah Hersman was the lab assistant in fall of 1995.

Kevin Machesky took Independent study in Raku making pots. with Donna
Mikiko Tanaka invited Donna to be a judge at Ikebana International 1995 Flower Exhibition at the Quaker Square Hilton.
Advanced students took a field trip to the Cleveland Museum of Art to see Early Ceramics from Japan and Korea in September.  We also visited the Canton Art Museum to see the Maher Ceramic Collection in October.
Marianne Dias graduated in December of l995 and became a border at Donna and Joe’s large house shortly after.  She also worked in their studio on Dopler.  She became a regular participant in their tile installations.

Introduction to ceramics installed an exhibition of hand built dinner ware in the projects gallery.

Donna gave a slide lecture at Buckeye High School in Medina/
Advanced metals and ceramics students hosted the seventh annual holiday sale this year.  This sale provides valuable experience for students in producing and selling their handmade objects.
Donna Webb and alum Marianne Dias traveled to Youngstown state to recruit talented high school students for the School of Art

.

Donna visited Fairlawn elementary school to gain information about the successful teaching that Shirley Taylor was doing there.

Donna visited Norton Middle School to gain information about the successful teaching that Virgil Villars was doing there.

August 1995 Bob Wright was hired as the technician in sculpture.  He also did a lot of work for the ceramics.  He rebuilt the clay mixer, attended Ceramics II to get an idea of what was going on in ceramics.  Repaired potters wheels and kilns and programmed the controller for the salt kiln,
SPRING 1996

Donna taught Advanced Class:  Brian Hedges, Travis Kinnebrew, George Burian, Ingeborg Wegner, Mikiko Tanaka, Monica Fuhrman, Kara Hammett, Sarah Hersman, Kate Utlak, Karyn Ludlam, and Rebecca Banig.
Ceramics II was taught at the same time as advanced.
Ohio Perspectives:  Explorations in Clay exhibition opened at the Akron Art Museum.  The exhibition featured ceramics by Mary Jo Bole, George Bowes, Steven Parker Bradford, William Broillard, Kristen Clifffel, Jack Earl, Dana Goodman, Kirk Mangus, Charles McWeeny, Angelica Pozo, Denise Romecki, Brad Schwieger and Robert Yost.  It was sponsored by the Mary and Louis S. Myers Foundation with additional support provided by Mrs. Milton Radney for the Firestone High School Ceramics Project and by Dorothy May Campbell.
On the occasion of Ohio Perspectives, a Ceramic Invitational the Museum hosted a panel discussion of the future of ceramics lead by William Hunt on February 18, l996. William Hunt, teacher, critic, artist and former Editor of Ceramics Monthly moderated a discussion to answer the questions “Where is Ceramics Today?  Where is it Going?” 
Spring 1996 Mikiko Tanaka trained ceramic students for five weeks in the practice of the Japanese tea ceremony.  She trained us to handle the tea ceremony objects, make the tea, serve the tea, receive the tea and clean the tea bowls.  Each person in the advanced ceramics class made a tea ceremony utensil.  In May Mikiko and a group of her friends cleaned the atrium space installed the tatami mats, flower vase and hanging scroll.  Dressed in kimono’s, Donna, several students and Mikiko and her friends served tea to many people.  This was the 4th Annual Tea Ceremony.  An honored guest was Mikiko’s own tea ceremony teacher, Chie Ozaki who came from Japan.
Mary Lutz dropped out of advanced ceramics at the end of fall 1995 and worked at Donna’s Dopler studio in spring of 1996.

January 1996 sixty art teachers explored ceramic techniques during an in-service session at the University Of Akron School Of Art.  Teachers did a hands-on raku session.

Donna was a panel member for What is contemporary Art at the Cleveland Center for Contemporary Art in January 1996.
In March of l996 Donna and Heather Protz gave a tile workshop at Miller South School for Susan Yingling’s students.
Donna and Joe made a mosaic Floor for the Southern Ohio Psychiatric Hospital in Columbus.  The project which was collaboration with sculptor, Charlotte Lees was a $13,000 commission completed in spring of 1996.  Part of the project was to do a workshop with patients in the forensic wing of the hospital.  Kate Utlak was the studio assistant in ceramics she helped Donna prepare tiles for the patients to do drawings on. 
               “We went together to Columbus.  Few tools were allowed in with the patients.  Kate and I had trouble figuring out who was a patient and who was staff.  When we left one of the clay knives we had taken in was missing and a search of all the patients was undertaken.  We don’t know what happened to the knife.  On the way home Kate’s alertness kept me from driving into the back end of a truck.  Even so, when I slammed on the breaks, the tiles in the back seat all moved towards the front.  These tiles were later incorporated into the floor designed by Donna and Joe.  Marianne Dias, Lisa Wohlwend, Frank Regan and Anna Webb helped with the installation.’
Monica Fuhrman graduated this spring!
Donna included a nude model in the ceramic classroom to allow integration of the figure and the vessel forms.  
Donna was chair of the Speakers Committee.  With the help of other committee members especially Rod Bengston, Chris Hoot and Tyrone Geter the lecture series, Speaking of Black Art was planned.  In April, six black artists and arts professionals shared their expertise with our students.   Three of the artists, Barry Gaither, Robert Collescott and Fred Wilson were funded by the Mary Myers’ Lecture Series.  Barry Gaither, Curator/Director of the Museum for the Historical Center for African-American Art, in Roxbury MA. Presented an opening statement and overview for the lecture series as well as a discussion of Black Art:  Historical and contemporary at the Emily Davis Gallery.  Robert Colscott lectured on his long painting career and met with students.  Charlyne Haynes, director of Public Relations at the Museum of Modern Art New York, lectured about African American Artists in the Mainstream.  Willies “Bing” Davis Department Head/Artist at Central State University, Wilberforce, Oh, lectured on African American Crafts.  He curated an exhibition, “On the Shoulders of Our Ancestors” at the University of Akron, Black Culture Center.  Fred Wilson artist, New York City, lectured on How the Museum Culture Sees Black Art. One of the artists Carrie Mae Weems came in conjunction with the Akron Art Museum.   Bing Davis a ceramic artist and faculty at Central State University came and was entertained by the ceramics area.  Fifty faculty and students attended a party for Bing at Donna’s house.  Students from the community provided singing and readings before Big Davis’ lecture.  We installed two exhibitions, “Treasures of Black Art” at the Emily Davis Gallery and “On the Shoulders of our Ancestors” which is an exhibition of ceramics, weaving and woodworking. at the Black Cultural Center.  Bill Lewis, director of the Black Cultural Center was instrumental in organizing the event.
The Akron Art Museum exhibition, “Faith, Face and Form:  Works in the Collection by African-Americans” included work by Carrie Mae Weems and Robert Colescott.
Twelve ceramic students attended the National Council on Education in the Ceramic Arts in Rochester, New York. In March of 1996.  Meg Slinker was a graduate student at RIT studying with Rick Hirsch.
This was the first year of “Breaking the Boundaries”.  Advanced students did out door installations.  Intro students did ceramic totem poles.
1996-2000
· The most exciting and important event of the period from 1996 through 2000 was the dedication of the Mary Schiller Myers School of Art.  Other events are related to increased opportunities provided by Mary Schiller Myers.  One trend during this time was for the school to begin to be involved in art at an international  level.  The Malcolm Dashiell Memorial Travel Scholarship Fund allowed students to propose travel to benefit their own careers as well as the School as a whole.  Nichola Kinch went to Penland and Traci Yost (Shar) traveled to China and Barb Gedeon took a course in ceramic restoration at the Instituto per l Arte e il Restuaro in Florence.
· Donna and Joe traveled to Amsterdam, London and Lisbon to study tiles.  The trip was partially funded through a Myers grant written by Donna Webb and Janice Troutman.
· The School of Art received funds for the first time for the Mary Schiller Myers Lecture Series.  Russian artists  Vitaly Komar and  Alex Malamid were artists in residence at the Myers School of Art.

· In the summer of 2000 Megan Sweeney offered the first of a series of classes called Cross Cultural Ceramics.  Three young Polish ceramic artists came and worked with the summer ceramics class.  The culmination of the summer was an exhibition of their work at the Myers School of Art.  Alum, Angie White remained in contact with the three and was able to visit with them on a Dashielle funded trip she took to Europe in 2005.

· The first 3-D technician trained in ceramics was hired in 1999.  Her name is Andrea LeBlond.  Lack of adequate ventilation in our glaze room led to an opportunity to design a new facility.  Andrea did this with great success.

· Another very important development in this period is the beginning of real contributions to the field by our alumni.    Bob Yost (85)  owner of Yost Tile, teaches in a number of venues, is the founder and president of The Ohio Canal clay Guild.  Michael Martell and then Shirley Nourjian were the potters at Hale Farm.  Jim Klein and Dave Reid began working with Eve Zeisel on the “Eve” line, a series of vases, pitchers and tea ware produced and distributed exclusively by KleinReid.  They also were panelists at the National conference on Education in the Ceramic Arts. Michael Martell     along with Claudia Zeber-Martell founded Zeber-Martell Ceramic Studio creating work of their own design.
FALL 1996

Fall 1996- Spring 1997 Donna on Sabbatical.  George Bowes taught Advanced Ceramics and the two intro classes.
Who taught Cer II?
Donna and Joe along with Penny Rakoff, Mark Soppeland and Don Harvey created a proposal for outdoor sculpture at the Cascade Lock Association.  Donna and Joe proposed a tiled gateway to the park.  Daniel Buchele and Mary Lutz created a mosaic inset for the pavement and a tiled turtle for the presentation.  Donna wrote a Canal Dictionary and proposed that it be illustrated by local artists.  Joseph Blue Sky and Don Harvey created drawings for the dictionary proposal.
The Mary Schiller Myers Lecture Series was begun this year.  The purpose of the lecture series was to create special educational opportunities for students of the college of Fine and Applied Arts at the University of Akron.  The funds for the lectures which were at the level of $5000 were distributed on a rotating bases each semester.  The rotation began in fall of l996 with the School of Music, spring 1997, Theatre Arts, fall l997 Dance, spring 1998 Communication and fall l998 was the first semester the School of Art received the funds.
Dear Donna,

 

I would like to tell you a little story. The old kilns in the studio were breaking down, and there was no money in the budget to buy a new kiln. We, the students, decided that we could raise money by holding every Wednesday a bake and soup sale. Mikiko Kaneko and I had the most free time so we did organize the sale. We had a sign that said "BAKE AND SOUP SALE FOR NEW KILN". One day CHRISTINA DE PAUL came by and said:"Students should be in the class room and not have to do fundraising for new equipment. I will see what I can do to get you a new kiln". It did not take long and we had a new kiln. Every kiln got his own name and after a short debate we decided on the name EARL in honor of  Professor EARL ERTMAN. He was our best customer, he came by two or three times a day and always bought some sweets. He was lamenting: "I should not eat this, I am getting fat". I told him :"Earl, don't worry, because you are getting fat for a good cause". Every time we fired "EARL" we remembered this wonderful, gentle man we dearly missed after his retirement.

 

P.S.  I think I may hold the record for taking the most ADVANCED CERAMICS classes, 19 exactly, 34 credit hours and two summer workshops with MEGAN SWEENY. For me ceramics at Akron U was a great and unforgettable experience.

 

Dear Donna,

 

I like to thank you for being a great teacher, friend and mentor. I am also grateful to EVA KWONG, BETH LINDENBERGER, GEORGE BOWES, and MEGAN SWEENY, they all pushed me to do things I thought I could not do.

 

I am now 75 and still not cured of my clay addiction. 

 

Ingeborg Wegner

2821 Bender Ave

Akron, Ohio 44319

330-644-4248

Erichingeborg@aol.com
SPRING 1997
Donna on Sabbatical George Bowes taught Advanced Ceramics and two intro classes.

Advanced ceramics:  Santiago Bulguci (Buiguci), Diane Genetti, Brian Hedges,
Janice Hunziker, Nichola Kinch, Mary Lutz-Hoyt, Jill Simon, Deanna Sindelar, Bryan Smith, Bob Spannbauer, Mikiko Tanaka, Laura Urban and Marta Weist.

In January the Akron Art Museum presented Craft in the Machine Age 1920-1945. students saw the work of Eva Zeisel and Victor Schreckengost.
Breaking the Boundaries took place in the spring.
Nichola Kinch took her first Advanced Ceramics class and in the spring of 2002 she was applying for graduate schools.
FALL 1997 
Advanced ceramics:  Sarah Brent, Nichola Kinch, Mary Lutz-Hoyt, Jill Simon, Deanna Sindelar, Bryan Smith, Kelly Sword, Mikiko Taneko, Gordon Tharp, Jen Tuttle, Laura Urban, Marta Weist, Brian Hedges, Karyn Ludlam and Connie Wydick
Students made bowls for the Good Samaritan Hunger Center Soup Sale.

Who taught Cer II?  George Bowes?
Speaker Committee budget, $4,500
Earl Ertman retired.
Laura Gelfand joined the faculty to teach art history..

Fred Massaro was the 3-D studio technician.
The Alpine II was new.

Tom Bartel had an exhibition and lecture at the Fireland Center for the Arts in Oberlin.

Intro to ceramics students took leather hard tiles to the Akron Zoo to draw the animals.  They also worked in the projects gallery for two weeks building forms inspired by animal “homes”.

Advanced students were invited to give their final presentations at the Blue Sky Gallery, Dopler St. on Friday December 12th.
The Ohio Canal Clay Guild was organized by alum Bob Yost who became its first president.
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In Sept David Soltenberger and Shirley Nourjian the potters at Hale farm talked to advanced and ceramics II students about the pottery at the farm.
SPRING 1998

Advanced ceramics:  Nichola Kinch, Karyn Ludlam, Bryan Smith, Gordon Tharp, Jack Valentine, Pam Wagner, Angela White, Barbara Gideon and Kara Hammett.
In April Bryan Smith, Jack Valentine, Pamela Wagner, Angie White, Kara Hammett, Nichola Kinch and Donna Webb as well as Carol Ohl, and Hope Dyer-Long attend the Wooster Functional Workshop at the Wayne Center for the Arts in Wooster, OH.  Presenters at the workshop were Pete Pinnell from Lincoln. Nebraska. Cynthia Bringle from Penland, North Carolina and Patty Wouters from Brasschaat, Belgium.
Barb Gedeon returned to ceramics in spring of 1998, and stayed thru spring of 2000.  She pursued her interest in Maya culture by researching their painted pottery.  She developed a range of terra sigillatas that looked very much like those the Maya used.  She also studied at the Institute Per L ‘Arte E IL Resttuaro in Florence for which she received a Dashielle Travel Grant.  She combined her experience as a scientist with her interest in art to become a skilled restorer of ceramics.
Pam, Jack, Angie, Kara, Bryan, Nichola, Pam Nix and Deb Jarboe were in the Juried Student Exhibition,

Nichola, Angie and Jack received scholarships from the student scholarship exhibition.

Angie and Jack went to Firestone HS to go a throwing demonstration. Jack and Pam went to Highland HS to do a raku demonstration.

Advanced students participated in an exhibition of tableware along with metals students.  Each ceramic student was paired with a metals student.  Together they designed two or more place settings to be exhibited in the projects gallery.

We met at the Dopler studio to photograph work.

We had a model in ceramics.  Advanced students did vessel and figure combinations.
The Art Alumni Lecture Series was part of the 30th anniversary celebration of the College of Fine and Applied Arts at the University.  Bob Yost (ceramics 85) spoke as part of the panel discussion on the work of the jurors for the Juried Student exhibition and Ptah (82 ceramics) gave a slide presentation of his work.
Breaking the Boundaries took place on Friday April 24 from noon to 6pm.

In May Russian painters Komar and Melamid held a town meeting at the Akron Summit County Public Library.  This visit hosted by the Akron Art Museum allowed the artists to collect suggestions for Akron’s most wanted painting, “People’s Choice” commissioned by the Akron Art Museum.  Donna Webb asked that an image of her be in the painting throwing a pot.  This image along with many others suggested by the audience was included in a painting that is now part of the Akron Art Museum collection.
Students built a paper kiln for Breaking the Boundaries.
The new Sculpture faculty is Kate Budd.
Sandra Amitay taught life drawing from the 70’s to 1998 at the Myers School of Art.  Her own figurative ceramic work and her interest in the advanced ceramic students made her a sought after mentor and critic. 

Summer 1998
Nichola Kinch won a Dachielle travel grand to go to Penland.  She studied with Jim Tanner.  She gave a glorious talk to students about the experience.
FALL 1998
Advanced Ceramics:  Sarah Brent, Doris Crosson, Nichola Kinch, Karyn Ludlam, Mateja Ribic, Kelly Sword, Jack Valentine, Pam Wagner, Angela White, and Barb Gedeon.

Donna taught Cer II

The biggest event of this year was the dedication of the Mary Schiller Myers School of Art.  More than 125 faculty, students, alumni and friends gathered Nov 14 at Folk Hall to dedicate the Mary Schiller Myers School of Art.  Naming the School of Art honored Mrs. Myers for her many contributions to the arts and for the philanthropic support that she and her late husband, Louis have provided over the years.  In addition to being a graduate of the School, Mrs. Myers is well-known and highly regarded through out the art world as an advocate and patron of the arts.  She served on the Chairman’s Council for the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City and the National Committee for the Whitney Art Museum in New York City; and is the co-chair of the Museum Council for the Cleveland Museum of Art.  She has also served as president of the Akron Art Museum board of Trustees and on the board of the Cleveland Center for Contemporary Art; and was president of the Cleveland Society for contemporary Art.  Being named is a mark of excellence for the school.  The Myers School of Art was the first school to be named within the College of Fine and Applied Arts, and only the second to be named within the entire University.
We were granted a new 30 hour 3-D technician position of which 20 hours /week went to ceramics.  Meanwhile Bob Wright worked one day a week for ceramics.

Students contributed 15% of their sales from the Holiday Sale back into the ceramics budget.  The amount was $611.00.
Ceramic students worked with Design X 9 to create ceramic cups to be given to clients of Design X 9 for Christmas.  $100.00 was paid by Design X 9 to the ceramic studio.

The Malcolm Dashiell Memorial Travel Scholarship Fund was established in the Myers School of Art in memory of the former sculpture faculty.  The funding came from the estate of his widow, Janet Dashiell Gardner.

The School of Art received funds for the first time for the Mary Schiller Myers Lecture Series.  The School of Art invited five artists to create the lecture series.  They were Russian artists Vitaly Komar and Alex Melamid.  The artists did a four day stay at the School of Art in September of 1998.  They met with the students in the auditorium to have a “student town meeting” to generate The Myers School of Art’s Most Wanted Painting”.  Komar and Melamid than met with selected classes and other interested students and generated discussion and creative energy about their democratic process of making art.  The goal of the residency was for the students to create a piece of artwork under their guidance that became part of the Myers School of Art’s Collection!!

On Sept 8 Komar and Melamid gave a public lecture at the Myers School of Art.  There was a Pizza Party after the lecture at Christina’s

On Friday Sept at 5pm there was  “The Unveiling”. The Myers School of Art’s Most Wanted Painting was unveiled in the school atrium. On Sept. 12 there was an opening for Komar and Melamid’s painting commissioned by the Akron Art Museum.  
In September Bob Yost and Yost Tile Co. with the support of the Ohio Canal Clay Guild hosted a John Glick workshop at Yost Tile on 530 S. Main St.

The School of Art gave a party for Mel Chin and Terry Adkins on October 19 after Mel chin’s lecture Faculty were asked to invite several students each.  The party was at Donna’s house on Edgerton Rd.

The Cleveland Museum of Art hosted Contemporary Art:  It Figures.  with Robert RosenBlum, Alex Katz, and David Salle.

Dave Alban gave a slide lecture in March.

Intro to Ceramics students tiled the orange wall in front of the ceramics building with an image of Akron buildings which they raku fired. 

In November David McFadden, Chief Curator and Vice President for Programs and Collections at the American Craft Museum continued the Mary Schiller Myers Lecture Series.  He discussed Craft, Art, and Design:  A New Paradigm.  In this talk he looked at the ways in which
 “makers of objects in all fields were eroding the boundaries between what were always thought of as separate fields , and the new porosity between fields that makes design and craft so challenging and provocative as we enter the new Millennium”*  from David’s acceptance letter July 3, 1998.
The new Myers Artist –in-Residence Program began this year with a two week residency with Terry Adkins.  With the help of Bob Wright, the sculpture technician and sculpture students and faculty he created a body of work using mostly found metal objects from the Akron area.  This work was exhibited in the Emily Davis Gallery in November.

  In November Bob Huff brought in Sculptor Mel Chin who lectured and had critiques with students as part of the Myers lecture series.
Nichola Kinch was the studio tech in ceramics.  She created a series of signs in the studio that harangued students into cleaning up after themselves and returning things to their proper place.  These signs survived and work their magic until fall of 2006.
We set up a new raku area and tiled the wall behind the raku kiln.
SPRING 1999
Advanced Ceramics:  Jack Valentine, Pam Wagner and Traci Yost.  Independent Study was taken by:  Nichola Kinch, Angie White, Deanna Sindelar, Ron White, Barb Gedeon, and Anika Tyson.  

Cer II was taught at the same time as advanced ceramics.
In May, Aspects of Figurative Ceramics was preseneted at Riley Hawk Galleries in Cleveland curated by Gail M. Brown.  Artists included Beverly Mayeri, Jack Earl, Adrian Arleo, Thomas Bartel Kristin Cliffel, Andrea Gill, Indira Freeitas Johnson, Judy Moonelis, Rona Neuenschwander, Janis Mars Wonderlich, Rudy Autio, Steven Parker Bradford, Arthur Gonzalez, Andy Nasissse, and Justin Novak.
The Mary Schiller Myers Lecture Series continued with Kenneth Trapp, Chief curator at the Renwick Museum.

The Myers Residence continued with Jamie Bennett who spent two seeks just before Spring Break working with students and faculty to create an enameled photo collage which became an outdoor installation on the front of Folk Hall.  

After Spring Break Joyce Scott along with students in the 3-D areas created a large mixed media installation in the artist-residence studio in room 159 Nichola Kinch and Angie White were a great help to Joyce.
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Andrea LeBlond was hired as the 3-D Technical Assistant in May of 1999.  She was the first 3-D technician who came to us with a strong ceramic background.  She gave a slide presentation of her work on April 14.
Advanced students Angie White, Nichola Kinch Traci Yost, Pam Wager and Jack Valentine, Ceramic technician Andrea Le Blond and ten former students:  John Dietsch, Warren Harrison, Meg Slinker, Jim Klein, Beth Lindenberger, Joseph Blue Sky, Bob Yost, Marianne Dias and Shirley Nourjian attended the NCECA conference in Columbus, OH. Traci Yost, Pam Wagner, Nichola Kinch and Angie White exhibited work in the NCECA National Juried Student Exhibition.

Four Ceramic students won scholarships:  Angie White $2599.00 Folk Scholarship, Pam Wagner, $1500 Folk Scholarship, Judy Lynn $1500 Folk Scholarship, Nichola Kinch $1000.00 Folk Scholarship.

Traci Yost won a $400.00 travel grant to go to China.  She paid special attention to ceramics and kiln sites and gave a great talk when she returned.  Nichola Kinch was chosen to participate in a panel discussion at NCECA about the student exhibition.  She was the only undergraduate to participate in the panel.  She gave a slide presentation and talked about her work.
Jim Klein and Dave Reid began working with Eve Zeisel on the “Eve” line, a series of vases, pitchers and tea ware produced and distributed exclusively by KleinReid.
Pam Wagner exhibited her “Elvis” cup at Cut VII a National Cup exhibition in Carbondale, ILL.
Jim and Dave were panelists at the National conference on Education in the Ceramic Arts.  The panel was “Studio Slip casting Renaissance”.

Donna and Joe did a storefront installation for NCECA in Columbus titled “The Fourth Man in the Fire”.

Karyn Ludlam worked with George Sacco at the Plum creek Pottery.

“After Hours Passes” are required to work after 9pm in the School of Art studios.
Traci Yost won the McKiernan Scholarship in the Juried student exhibition.
 We built the Goddess and Fired her in a paper kiln for breaking the Boundaries.
Kathy King gave a lecture on her work.  
Kenneth Trapp, curator at the Renwick Gallery lectured in April.  

John Gaskins gave a throwing demonstration in April.

Introduction to ceramics students made four porcelain tiles depicting the phases of the moon.
Dale Chihuly lectured on his work at the Raddison Hotel.  Sponsored by the Akron Art Museum and in conjunction with his exhibition there.
Summer of l999

Donna along with Janice Troutman was awarded a Myers Grant for $5,000 and a Faculty Summer Research Grant for $8000.00 to attend the 8th International Ceramic Symposium in Amsterdam. Joe and Donna traveled to Amsterdam and Lisbon to look at ceramic tiles.  The research on tiles led Donna and Janice to research and make the tile bench, “More Beyond” located in the Myers School of Art and another bench built by Jim Williams and tiled by Donna and Janice located in the ticket office lobby of E.J.Thomas Performing Arts Hall.

Meg Slinker taught a summer raku class at the school of art.
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FALL 1999
Advanced ceramics:  Dorothy Carney, Judy Dowdell, Barbara Gedeon, Colette Herold, Sarah Hersman (Costic), Nichola Kinch, Leea Skaroupka, Jack Valentine, Pamela Wagner, Angela White, Ron White, and Traci Yost. Ken Richey took Ind. Study.
The theme for the semester was the figure.  We had a model in the advanced class.
In October ceramist Judy Moonelis was Myers Artist in Residence.
Though Viola Frey had planned to do a lecture and workshop, she had to cancel due to health problems.  Sergei Isupov (Sept 8)
 came as well and Jack Earl. (Nov 3).
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 Donna had a party for each of the artists at her house.
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Nicholas Wood did an exhibition of his ceramic paintings at the Emily Davis Gallery (Nov 17)

The Holiday sale was Dec 7-9

Megan Sweeney taught both Intro to Ceramics classes.  Kevin Snipes taught Ceramics II

Nichola Kinch and Jack Valentine were student assistants.

Andrea LeBlond was the 3-D technician in both ceramics and metals.
Barb Gedeon took two part course at the Instituto per l ‘Arte e il Restuaro in Florence where she studied ceramic restoration. She also made contacts with archeologist at Maya conferences to help with her work in recreating ancient Maya ceramic forms.  Barb received a Dashiell Student Travel Grant to travel to Florence, Italy in the fall of 1999 to attend a ceramic restoration course.  Barb also had bachelors in science in Chemistry from the University of Akron and a Masters in Polymer Science.
Leah Scharville was a studio technician in ceramics.
The University was doing a search for a public art piece.  The finals, Vitto Accunci, Tom Otterness and Ron Fisher came to talk about their work at the School of art in September.
Ron White on the art faculty at Barberton High School took ceramics for graduate credit.

Karim Rashid the designer lectured on his ideas and work in September.

In November Pam Wagner gave a talk about her trip to NCECA.  Later in the month Traci Yost gave a talk about her trip to China and the ceramics she saw there.  Both Pam and Traci were Dashiell Travel Grant Recipients.  In November Donna Webb talked about European Tiles as a follow up to her trip to Amsterdam, London, and Lisbon funded in part by a Myers Grant. (A Student Art League Lecture).  We used the new Alpine gas kiln (Alpine II) for the first time this semester.  
A group of pots called the Ennis Bequest came to the Myers School of Art.

The School of Art hired a new figurative painter, Laura Vinnedge.

The School of Art sponsored a bus to take students to Pittsburg to the Carnegie Museum to see the 1999/2000 Carnegie International and to the Mattress Factory.    Students saw a room by Yayoi Kusama, Rolf Julius’ Red, James Turrell’s Catso Red, and a garden by Winifred Lutz.  The Mattress Factory is a museum of contemporary art that commissions, exhibits and collects site-specific installations.  Located in the historic Mexican War Streets of Pittsburgh’s North side since l977.
Judy Lynn was elected president of the Holiday Sale and did a great job of organizing it.
SPRING 2000
Advanced class:  Ami Chevali, Diana Cook, Jenise Corron, Judith Dowdell, Nichola Kinch, Carol Ohl, Mateja Ribic, Ken Richey, Jack Valentine, Angela White and Traci Yost.  Barb Gedeon worked on an incomplete and Pan Wagner and Leea Skaroupka took Independent Study.
Advanced students focused on function, tried to define it and worked on traditional forms such as bowls, cups covered jars and finished up with an installation that illustrated their idea of function
Who taught Ceramics II?

We kept track of time spent by students in the ceramics studio using a sign in and sign out sheet.  Advanced students were averaging 6 hours per week in the studio out side of class. Jack Valentine averaged almost 42 hours per week. 
Pam Wagner’s exhibition, My Cups Runneth Over was held at Cheryl’s Gaily Grind in February.
 On Feb 21 Lisa Lou began her artist in residence at the Myers School of Art.

Students attended the Wooster Functional Ceramics Workshop where they watched the three featured artists, Richard Burkett of San Diego, CA, Andrea Gill of Alfred, NY and Ben Owen III of Seagrove N. Carolina.  Students who attended were:  Ami Chevali, Judy Dowdell, Carol Ohl, Meteja Ribic, Ken Richey, Angela White and Traci Yost.
Heather White’s metals, flatware class invited the ceramic students to sell our bowls with their spoons and chili

Students participated in Breaking the Boundaries 2000:  Time, Space, Mass Energy 
The Speakers committee presented a lecture series:  Edification:  Editors on Art.

Three editors came to lecture this semester:  Frank Lewis, Metal smith; Leslie Martin, Aperture and Kathryn Hixson, New Art Examiner.

Nichola Kinch, Angela White Judy Dowdell and Pam Wagner exhibited their work with advanced painters at the Stark Kent Branch of Kent University.
January 2000 Jim Klein and David Reid were featured in the House and Home section of The New York Times.
In January Donna and Joe received a contract to create an entrance way for the Vern Riffe Center for the Arts; this was a Percent for Arts Project
SUMMER 2000

In June the Cross Cultural Ceramics class.  Adam Abel, Maciej Kasperski and Ebereth (Bertie) from Poland were the artists in residence.  The class was taught my Megan Sweeney.  The artists all stayed at Megan and Dave’s house.  Donna had a picnic for the students and artists.
Donna and Joe made the tiles for the Shawnee State University Percent for Arts Project.
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FALL 2000 
Advanced ceramics:  Ami Chevali, Diana Cook, Jenise Corron, Colette Harold, Nichola Kinch, Carol Ohl, Jack Valentine, Angela White, Traci Yost. Christen Andrea, Mateja Ribic, Ken Richey and Pam Wagner (Pam “disappeared” this summer and later moved to South Carolina.  Everyone missed her). 

Intro to Ceramics still had no prerequisites .  Most were art majors, one was in public relations, modern languages, three in interior design, criminal justice, nursing and engineering.
Dave Alban taught Ceramics II

November 2000 The Myers School of Art Myers Residence hosted a performance, ALAS@SEE.ARG  by Pat Oleszko and the D’Akron Cast-off Thousands.  Ceramic students and faculty are beguiled into participating in Pat’s extravaganza.  Pat talked about her experiences working in the nude but felt that she was not young enough to do that any more.  That sentiment did not feel right to Donna.  She didn’t feel that Pat was too old especially since Donna is older than Pat.  Later when plans were being made and Pat suggested that there be nude mud wrestling the ceramics students and faculty seemed to naturally fall into Pat’s plan.  I don’t think Donna or Dave or Traci, Angie or Nichola, Jack or Jenise ever really thought that they would actually perform nude.  Donna even took her costume with her that day. 
            “ It’s a bit hard to explain.  Most of us had never been even partially nude in public before.  Jenise had been a drawing model and was perhaps the most at ease. I think for me it was a matter of camaraderie.  My students wanted to go along with Pat’s idea and I was determined not to let them do it alone.  I think in the back of my mind I was also saying that people should be more comfortable with an ageing body.  Faculty and students at the School of Art took our partially nude mud wrestling in stride.  It barely cased a ripple in the art fabric.  I was very thankful for that because I could have caused a lot of unpleasant publicity for the school.”   Donna
SPRING 2001
Class list contains phone numbers and social security numbers.

Advanced Ceramics:  Kara Blake, Ami Chevali, Diana Cook, Jenise Corron, Lance Freeman, Brian Hedges, Colette Herold, Angela Kline, Karyn Ludlam. Paul R Miller, Carol Ohl, Mateja Ribic, Kenneth Richey, Jack Valentine, Pamela Wagner and Angela White.
Ind Study Nichola Kinch.
Min Choi taught ceramics II

Andrea LeBlond the first technical assistant in ceramics along with her studio mates had their TerraVista Studios Annual Holiday Sale at 1400 W. 30th in Cleveland

We had a Valentines Dance at the Church.  The Church, owned by Donna and Joe was rented to students who not only lived there but offered a number of art events there as well.   On this night a fifties band called Just Friends played live music.  The students found it very hard to dance to the music but they did turn loose when the band packed up.  Some enjoyed the rock and roll and a few even did the polka.

The Myers School of Art conducted a search for a new metals professor.  Students got to listen to the proposals given by the three candidates invited to interview.
The first assignment for advanced students was to consider the problem of designing a piece of public art for the Robinson School wall site.  They visited the site, did research and generated ideas.

The second assignment was to enter the scholarship exhibition and to plan the installation of their work.

The third assignment was to write a travel grant to go to NCECA, Wooster Functional workshop or to a summer destination.

Nina Katchadourian was the artist in residence in sculpture.

Patrick Dougherty also an artist in residence in sculpture created his large sculpture of saplings at the entry to the Myers School of Art grounds.

Students got to see Viktor Schreckengost's exhibition at the Cleveland Museum of Art.

A public Art Forum was conducted by the sculpture program and paid for through the Myers Lecture Series on March 9, 10 and 11.  Patricia Phillips, Jorge Pardo and Allan Wexler gave public lectures.  They also participated in a panel discussion along with artists in residence Patrick Dougherty, Nina Katchadourian.  Dinner for the public arts workshop students was at Christina DePaul’s the first night and there was Pizza & beer at “the Church” 379 South St on the second night.
Nina Katchadourian conducted a two week public arts workshop, Barely Public Art.  Groups of sculpture students were given a $100.00 budget to site a project within or on school grounds
In April Karyn Ludlam had an exhibition at the Ice House.  The work was sculptural and daring.  Though not a lot of people saw it, those who did will not forget the ceramic pieces hovering in the air.
Students entered the scholarship exhibition.

On April 6, 2001 A panel discussion was given by the Student Art League for students undergoing Graduate School applications. Organized by Judy Lynn and Traci Yost.
The Myers School of Art was interviewing candidates for the contemporary art historian position.  Students were invited to attend the presentations of those invited to interview.
Brian Hedges presented his senior exhibition: emerge in the upper atrium.  It was a mixed media installation featuring his ceremonial vessels.
Summer 2001 
Cross Cultural Ceramics.  A young couple, Ritas Jakimaviciene’ and Dalia Lauckaite-Jakimaviciene’ from Lithuania were the artists in residence.  The class was taught by Megan Sweeney.
  Students began installing the Robinson wall on July 23 and worked thru August 8.  The installation team was made up of Daniel Steiner, H. Joel Rickard, Jenise Corron, Steve Teeters, Carol Ohl, Toni Billick, Ami Chevali, Emily Wilson, Dane Nighswander, Scott Mathews and Jack Valentine.

The students used more than three tons of porcelain to make more than 6000 tiles.  In early May large maps of the design were created by Joseph Blue Sky.  On May 21 students started making slabs of clay to create the 200 foot long piece.  Slab making continued thru May. The earth with its architecture, each of the planets and the moon and the sun were created, painted with slip and cut into tiles.  In June the sections were bisque fired and glazed.  In early July the tiles were packed to be taken to the site.  On the Friday before installation began we had an organization meeting pot luck and pool party at Carol Ohl’s house.
Sherry Simms was hired as the new metals professor and Kevin Concannon was hired as our contemporary art historian.
2001-2007

The biggest change in the ceramic program during the years 2001 to 2007 was the introduction of technology.  In spring 2002 the University published class lists with email addresses along with telephone numbers.  In subsequent semester the telephone number has been eliminated.  In spring of 2003 Donna was provided with her first laptop computer by the University.  Very soon after that the whole campus was wireless.  Our slide library is now the Image Resource Center.  In 2005 Jim Crowe began to scan images to digital files and he has maintained a steady pace of scanning our slide collection.  Faculty routinely scan their own images and create power-points.  This allows lectures to be tailored more quickly to available images.  Discussion can be focused on websites and other information available on line.  The Myers School of Art website has become a main way to communicate with potential students.  Donna and Joe created a website in 2006.  

· Partly as a result of the web students are becoming more sophisticated about the art world.  They are also more informed abut the workings of academic departments.  In spring 2001 the Myers School of art interviewed candidates for a new metals professor and a contemporary art historian.  In 2005 and again in 2006 the Myers School of Art interviewed candidates for the position of director of the school.  Students were invited to listen to candidates presentations and to meet with them to ask questions.  Student input was valued and students gained  insight into how academic positions are attained.

· Students also considered the potential for making money in the arts.  Thirty two students worked to design a public art project.  Eleven students actually made the 8500 porcelain tiles and installed them on the 200ft exterior wall of Robinson Academy.  Each student earned $1000.00 for their contribution and the ceramics studio at the Myers School of Art was reimbursed for use of the studio for making and firing the tiles, $3000.00 worth of kiln shelves.  Students sold elephant ear sponges at the NCECA conference.  They provided a useful tool for the potters there and each of them paid for their trip and for the books and ceramic tools they purchased at the conference.  The sale of student art works known as the Holiday Sale has become more sophisticated.   In 2006 ceramic students worked with Corporate Identity students in John Morrison and Chris Hoots class to create an identity for Akron Artisans Fine Art Sale.  Matt Graber developed the chosen idea.  Each ceramics and metals student developed a display area to compliment their own work.
· Finally students became more aware of the way history functions in contemporary art.  Laura Gelfand organized the (In)Forming Contemporary Art symposium which included ceramic artist Leopold Foulem.  Students spent the day with Leopold and saw his work in exhibition.  In addition Donna and Laura team taught History of Craft which was the first time most of the students had the opportunity to focus on the history of all the objects usually left out of other art history classes.      

FALL 2001
Class lists have student email addresses not telephone numbers no
Advanced ceramics:  Ami Chevali, Jenise Corron, Moncheri Davenport, Lance Freeman, Brian Hedges, Nichola Kinch, David Komito, Paul R. Miller, Dane Nighswander, Nicole Novinec, Carol Ohl, Daniel Steiner, Jack Valentine, Angela White, and Jennifer Young. Ind. Study and Nichola Kinch.
Text for Advanced Ceramics:  The Craft and Art of Clay by Susan Peterson.

Assignments included goblet making and mold making.

Ptah (Arthur Webb) taught Ceramics II.  Ptah is an alum of the University of Akron who got his MFA from San Francisco State University.  On September 12, 2001 Ptah was eating his lunch at Akron City Hospital.  The hospital was in a heightened state of security after the September 11 attacks.  Though he is Afro American, his exotic almost Middle Eastern looks caused security guards there to over react and have Ptah arrested for stealing food.  A jury found Ptah innocent and a second jury awarded him $10,500 for his false accusations by the Akron City Hospital security guards.  In the months between the day he was arrested during class and taken away in handcuffs and the final resolution Ptah spent a month in jail over the Christmas Holidays.
In September students visited William Morris Glass Installations:  Myth, Object and the Animal at the Akron Art Museum

James Yood spoke to students about the William Morris exhibition.

Field trip to the Cleveland Museum to choose an object to write a paper about.
  Andrea LeBlond’s last day as studio technical assistant was Friday September 24, 2001 Andrea left her position in our clay studio to complete her education degree.  Her careful preparations of plans for our new glaze room were realized in 2003.

  Cheryl Shepherd’s first day was October 27, 2001.   Her position was as 3-D Technician, metals and ceramics.  Her work in ceramics included Acquisition of Materials, Maintenance of tools and equipment, instructional support and supervision of student assistants and work-study.

Jack Valentine drove his pick-up truck up the curb and into the side of the ceramics studio.  He hit the Ceramic History Mural on the front of the ceramic studio and did some damage.
Jack and Dane Nighswander were caught partying in the ceramic studio.  As a result they were not allowed to take classes in the school of art again.  Dane went over to Kent to finish up his BFA.  He then applied to the MFA Program at Antioch.  He did his internship with Eva Kwong at Kent and graduated with his MFA from Antioch in 2004.  Jack Valentine continued to do his ceramics in his studio on Champlain which he rented from Joe and Donna.  He completed his senior show requirement by having an exhibition, Endeavor 2 Persevere at the Topiary Home Décor on Furnace Street in April of 2004.  He had very good “Gourmet cuisine by Chainsaw”.
On Tuesday Sept 11 Jennifer Brownlow was late for class and when she came in she reported to her classmates that a plane had flown into the world Trade Center in New York.  We had a hard time understanding what she was saying.
Field trip to SOFA with the metals and sculpture students in October.
Nichola Kinch had her Senior Exhibition at the Church on South St. on November 30, 2001.  It consisted of five video pieces.  
SPRING 2002  
Class lists have a new, non social security number for the student number.  The phone number plus an email address is given on the class list for the first time.
Advanced Ceramics:  Ami Chevali, Jonathan Conrad, Jenise Corron, MonCheri Davenport, Brian Hedges, David Komito, Nicole, Novinec, Carol Ohl, Jessica Schleifer, Stephen Teeters, Jack Valentine, Jennifer Young, Diana Cook, Mike Natko, Angela White (1 cr. Independent Study) and  Daniel Steiner.

Min Choi taught ceramics II this semester
Nichola Kinch entered the MFA Program at Tyler.
Matt Nolen was artist in residence from February 5 thru February 17 and April 9-12.    He painted sinks and back splashes for the bathrooms near the gallery.  The theme of the bathrooms was the meaning of being human.  Each of the four sinks was glazed with images of the mental, spiritual, emotional or intellectual. Students helped paint some of the tiles.  
In February Jim Connell lectured on “Historical Precedents and the Modern Ceramic Artist”.
March 2002; we drove a van to Kansas City.  Seven students went:   Carol Ohl, Steve Teeters, Dave Komito, Daniel Steiner, Jenise Corron, Angela White and Toni Billick.  Donna purchased elephant ear sponges from a dealer in Florida.  She sold the sponges to the students for $2.00 each.  The students sold the sponges for from 5.00 to $20.00 each to NCECA members.  The sponges were very beautiful.  They were in the shape of funnel and many could be worn as hats which the students did.  NCECA members sought them out and all the sponges were merrily sold.  The students all made enough money to pay their expenses and to buy tools and books from the vendors at the conference.

We heard John Waters who spoke on Celebration of Creative Arts.  We also saw Dave Alban a part time faculty at the Myers School of Art presenting as a “Kiln Doctor”.  We danced to the music of the Bel Airs

We visited the Nelson-Atkins Museum of art.  Dave Komito attended the conference as James Bond.

Our text in advanced ceramics was Postmodern Ceramics by Mark Del Vecchio.  We discussed Postmodernism, pattern and Decoration, the Image and the vessel.  History culture and Time, Organic Abstraction and The figure.

Matt Nolen lectured on his work.

In April the Emily Davis Gallery showed Private Figures:  Figurative Art from Private Collections.   Curated by Mark Soppeland  the exhibition included a number of ceramic figures along with hundreds in other media.  
  Robinson Academy is an inner city elementary school with a 200 foot retaining wall that needed repair. The Academy at Robinson was opened in 1912.  It was decommissioned in 1979 and reopened in 1980 as a result of a federal court suit filed by parents.  It is named for Henry Robinson who was a pioneer manufacturer of clay products, civic leader and one of the original benefactors of Akron city Hospital.
  Jesse Reid, the principal of The Academy at Robinson, located at 1158 Fourth Avenue, asked John George, the Akron Public School architect for help.  He called upon Donna Webb to make a proposal for the wall.  This resulted in a class project entitled, “Robinson in the World”. Thirty two students in the ceramics program from the beginning through the advanced classes made design proposals.  Student’s also made ceramic models of the wall.  Two designs were chosen as the most exciting and doable.  Donna presented them to Jesse Reid and her faculty and students.  The design that depicted the Robinson Academy building on the curve of the earth along with the greatest architectural monuments.  Extending beyond the earth were the other planets and the sun.  Thus Robinson is seen at the center of the universe. The idea of Robinson in the World and Beyond”  was created by Pam Wagner.  The final drawing for the idea was done by Joseph Blue Sky, University of Akron Alum and Donna Webb’s husband.

 “The universe is a place of endless possibilities.  Elementary school is a place of endless possibilities.  It is in elementary school that students first realize their strengths and weaknesses.  It is in elementary school that students take up lifelong interests.  It is elementary school where future astronauts and artists dream of being firemen and doctors, only to change their plans a hundred times before they grow up.  There is a huge world outside of classrooms.  Unfortunately, when we are young we often do not realize it.
  It is my intention with this piece to open up the greater world to the children of Robinson.  The piece is about them and the piece is for them.  “Robinson in the World and Beyond” is about endless opportunity and the hope for the future.  When children pass by the piece they may take a closer look at their school, their city, their planet, or even their universe.  It is my hope that when students view this piece they will realize that the world is more than just recess and homework, lunch breaks and math tests, and that the possibilities for their futures are limitless.”  Pam Wager, from her Proposal for Robinson in the World
  The old stone capping the wall was removed cleaned and replaced.   Donna applied for a summer research grant to fund the project.  This proposal was not funded. With the financial help of two foundations and the sale of engraved bricks that also became part of the wall, the school raised over $10,000 to support the university student’ implementation of the  Robinson in the World design.  Robinson Academy students aided by Myers School of Art ceramic students carved their names on 489 porcelain stars which were then strewn across the space between the planets in the final installation. 

Neighbors supported the college students with refreshments as they labored through the long, hot summer.

The students were each paid $1000.00 for their work on the project and the ceramic studio received $3000.00 to buy 30 new kiln shelves.
Fred Wilson lectured on the “Silent Message of the Museum at the Akron Art Museum.

School Director, Christina DePaul left the Myers School of Art to be Director of the Corcoran School of Art.  All of us were well aware of her contributions to the school.  We wished that she would stay but we also wished her well.
SUMMER 2002
June 9- July11 2002 Arthur Gonzalez, Artist in Residence during the Cross Cultural Ceramics class.  Arthur demonstrated printmaking techniques using clay.  He also had a farewell exhibition of his work in the visiting artists’ studio across from the Image Resource Center.
FALL 2002
 Richman Haire became Director of the Myers School of Art.
In September Jim Klein and Dave Reid were the featured alumni artists in the Emily Davis Gallery exhibition “Ten Year Retrospective.
Their exhibition opened the school year.  Jim and Dave lectured on their work that week.  Several students had critiques with them. 

Class list includes email addresses instead of telephone numbers

Advanced ceramics:  Toni Billick, Ami Chevali, Diana Cook, Kelley Eggert, Nicole Novinec, January Tournoux, Emily Wilson, and Jennifer Young.
Donna taught Ceramics II There were 13 people in this class and the quality of work was very high.

Mark Rothko—“If a thing is worth doing once, it is worth doing over and over again—exploring it, probing it, demanding by this repetition that the public look at it.”
The Wall at the Academy at Robinson was awarded the Take Pride in Akron 2002 Award at Mayor Don Plusquellic’s press conference on October 23, 2002.  The Robinson Wall was the top award winner out of eighteen nominees.  
The focus of the semester was ceramic history.
We installed the Water Wall Project, Much Enduring at the University of Akron, Student Union.
  A team of alumni Angie White, Marianne Dias and students helped over a period of two weeks to install the piece. 
Ceramics II was taught at the same time as the advanced ceramics class.

Ceramic II and advanced students attended slide lectures on Neolithic pottery,  Islamic tiles, Japanese Oribe Etruscan, Chinese and Italian commemorative sculpture, mold made forms form Europe and Pre Columbian Peru., Greek, Mayan and Mimbres story telling pots , contemporary vessels and contemporary sculpture. Students saw demonstrations of throwing bowls, covered jars, and plates 
Students created a kiln firing in memory of September 11.  Flowers and special forms were fired ceremoniously in Alpine II.
Introduction to Ceramics students took a field trip to the Cleveland Museum of Art.
Ceramics at the CMA recommended by Donna Webb

                 These are just my very favorites.  You will undoubtedly find your own favorites.  Assignments:  Add at least one new great object to the list.  Include its room number artist or culture and date.

                  1.  Rm 104 Jar, Earthenware, Native American, New Mexico, Joni Pueblo, late 19th c. ht 26” .Gift of the Smithsonian Institution.

                  2.  Rm. 106 Lidded bowl, modeled with Iguana, Costa Rica

                  3.  Rm 106 Jar, Jaguar Effigy, Panama

                 4.  Rm. 108 Vessel with crested heads, W. Mexico

                 5.  Rm. 108 Vessel with Occulate Being, Peru

                 6.  Rm. 114 Jar, Ganzu Province Neolithic China

                 7.  Rm. 121, Storage vessel, Flame Style, Japan Jomon period

                 8.  Rm. 121. Funeral Sculpture in the form of an archer, Haniwa

                 9.  Rm. 121, Three large storage Jars, Japanese (in large cases against the walls) 
                10.  Rm 122 Brush Washer in the form of a lotus leaf, Quing Dynasty China

                11. Rm 201 Large figure, Ceramic, redwood and painted wood, 1986, Myth of the Western Man by Robert Arneson

                12 Rm 206 Wall tiles, star shaped, Islamic

                13. Rm. 209 Dinos (wine mixing bowl) with a battle scene of the Trojan War and ships on the inside rim.

                14.  R. 219 Italian Majolica

                15.  Rm. 220 a head of Proserpine, terracotta, by Giovanni Lorenzo Bernini, Italian, Rome 
                16.  Rm 220 a Two Angels and Cherubs Blessing an Icon of Christ, terracotta by Peietro Naldini

                17.  Rm. 222 Della Robia Workshop (choose one)

                18.  Rm. 233 Vase of the Titans by Auguste Rodin’

                19. Rm. 234 Vase des Binelles, by Hector Guimard at Sevres, l903

               20. Rm. 235 A Arts and Crafts (choose one)

               21. R. 239 Jazz Bowl by Viktor Schreckengost

At the holiday sale  Jen had leaves, Nicole, mugs and lidded jars, Brian had plates and goblets, Ami Chevali small tiles and books, Carol Ohl had stacking and nesting bowls, Daniels Steiner , salt glazed functional ware with a local slip glaze, Dave Komito, humorous cups and a Mr. T Teapot, Cheryl Shepherd’s pastel purple, olive green bright yellow and electric blue glazes were striking. Jenise, small shrines and altarpieces.  Mon Cheri, monacals and tic-tac toe games.
“Daniel Steiner serenaded the shoppers with frequent serenades on one of his ceramic didgeridoos.  .  Daniel verged on making performance pieces, as the low bellowing sound drew in anyone and everyone.  Adorning the long hollow tubes are simple shapes and patterns with varying finishes resulting from the salt firing.”  David Komito.
Nichola Kinch started graduate school in the sculpture program at Tyler School of Art.

Bob Wrights last day as the 3-D Technical Assistant was August 2, 2002
October 2002 Jim Klein and Dave Reid were on Martha Stewart Living.
SPRING 2003 
Donna taught History of Crafts with Laura Gelfand. Donna spent two weeks at Sholes Library at Alfred University preparing lessons for the class.

Heath Patten lectured on Greek pots for the class.  Susan Mckiernan on Victorian Crafts,  Sherry Simms on Art Deco metals, Heather White on Contemporary metals, Sean Mercer on contemporary glass,  Jim Williams on contemporary wood working and Virginia Gunn on 19th C coverlets.  Donna and Laura divided up the other topics.  Laura gave a great lecture on European Medieval Crafts and Donna lectured on Islamic and Pre-Columbian crafts.  It was a fabulous experience.  It was a chance to look at all the nooks and crannies of craft that are not usually seen in art history classes.  The students each chose a piece from the Cleveland museum to write a paper on.
Angie White had an opening of her work at the Cleveland Museum of Contemporary Art. 

Penny Rakoff was the chairman of Akron Public Art, Donna served as the secretary.
The Water Wall, Much Enduring was officially opened on April 23.
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Emily Wilson Ulm graduated and had her senior exhibition in Kent.  She started a tile business, EMU tiles.  Her website address is: http://www.emutile.com/  
Donna was provided with her first laptop computer by the University.

 Dave Alban taught the Advanced Ceramics class and wrote a grant to rebuild the salt kiln.  He received funding from the Part-Time faculty grant and working with Cheryl Shepherd and advanced students re-built the kiln using new bricks.
Amy Krusinski, taught Ceramics II.  Her work was sculptural and made of arrangements of thrown slabs.

Donna began an MA in Ceramic History on line with Dr Graham McLaren, faculty at Staffordshire University. Her first paper was on the Flame Style Jomon Vessel in the CMA collection.
Advanced students had a studio visit at Zeber-Martell studio.

Jon Hill took an independent study.

Was this the semester we had the symposium Education in the Ceramic Arts?  The panel included Ron White, Beth Lindenberger and Kevin Tunstall.  Ceramics and Art Education students got together to strategize about how best to teach ceramics to children. 

Summer 2003
Yolanta  Kvastche from Lithuania was artist in residence for Cross Cultural Ceramics taught by Megan Sweeney.
Professor Wang from China who was demonstrating pottery at the Great Lakes Science Center came to the Myers School of Art to fire his pots.

Angie White and Carol Ohl worked for Donna to develop glazes for the floor: As Above so below
FALL 2003
This was the first semester that we were able to use our new clay mixing room and our glaze room.  They were reconfigured and provided with ventilation.  Much of the design work and overseeing of the process was done by studio technician Andrea LeBlond. Cheryl Shepherd shepherded the project through the torturous days when systems and counters were being installed  and paint was being chosen (“any color as long as it’s white’).  For the first time, NO RECLAIM CLAY IS ALLOWED IN THE CLAY ROOM!

Introduction to Ceramics students did a collaborative project with Matthew Kolodziej’s Introduction to painting classes.  They demonstrated the ways in which ceramics and painting are similar and how they are different.  Students in ceramics and painting responded to each others work and installed the collaborative work together in the Myers School of Art.
We did a ritual kiln firing of flowers and tribute pieces for 9-ll.

Peter Schjedahl, critic and writer for the New Yorker lectured to students and faculty at the Myers School of Art on “What Art is for Now”.  His lecture was funded by the Katherine Campbell lecture Fund.
Saturday November 8, a group of artists including ceramic artist Leopold Foulem participated in the symposium, (in) forming contemporary art in the Firestone Auditorium in the Summa Building on East Market.  The symposium was organized by Laura Gelfand and funded by a Myers Grant.
We took a large van and took Leopold Foulem to Columbus, OH to see 21st Century Ceramics in the United States and Canada at the Columbus college of Art and Design.

Jon Hill took an independent study.
We had a holiday sale.

Donna worked for Penny Rakoff to fire photographic decals on tiles for her public art project.
SPRING 2004

Who was in advanced ceramics?

3-D: Devilish, Decadent, Delicious:  An Invitational Exhibition curated by Kate Budd, Sherry Simms and Donna Webb showed ceramic work by Justin Novak,  Sergei Isupov and Mark Burns as well as sculptors in other media.  
 April,  James Yood critic, viewed the exhibition and spoke on “Contemporary Art & The Neo-Grotesque:  The End(s) of Shock”
Summer 2004
Cross Cultural Ceramics was taught by Meghan Sweeney.  The class focused on the tradition of the Chinese Ysing Teapot.
FALL 2004

Donna Webb on Sabbatical   

SPRING 2005

Donna Webb on sabbatical.  She designed and implemented a public art competition called Painting the Town.
Summer 2005
Cheryl Shepherd taught a ceramic class for school teachers.
Donna and Joe traveled to Istanbul to study floors.  The trip was partially funded by a Summer Faculty Research Grant.
Beth Lindenberger and Jack McWhorter’s exhibition Direction and Discovery was held at the Summit Art Space Beth lectured about Ceramic Signs and Sculpture.
FALL 2005
Advanced ceramics:  Bob Barrett, Bernadette Houk, Kirsten Spilka, Russ Tinker, Sara Woodruff, Eric Cowan and Toni Billick.

The focus this semester was on safety and on two historical influences on ceramics:  the Arts and Crafts Movement and Modernity.  

Field trip to the Cleveland Museum of Art to see The Arts and Crafts Movement in Europe and America 1880-1920.
In October advanced students Patrick Reilly, Austin Miller, Bob Barrett, Wendy ?, Katie Mitchell and Sean LeMasters participated in a weekend firing the Naboragama Kiln at Carol Ohl's studio in Big Prairie, Ohio.  Alum Bob Yost helped to load the large kiln.
Cer II was taught at the same time as advanced ceramics
Amy Chevali was accepted into the MA program is Transpersonal counseling, Psychology, with a concentration in Art Therapy at Naropa University in Boulder, Colorado.
We did not have a holiday sale this year.  

SPRING 2006

Advanced students:  Jennifer Allshouse, Betsy Beverlin, Jason DeSantis, Allison Elia, Bernadette Houk, Wendy Huntsman, Cinda Johnson, Sean LeMasters, Austin Miller, Kathryn Mitchell, Kirsten Spilka, Russell Tinker, and Eric Cowan.
 Cer II was taught at the same time as the advanced class.
The theme for the semester was Art and Science.  We focused on the development of ideas.  Where do they come from?  How do you know if your idea is worth pursuing?  How do you describe it verbally and in writing to others.  How does the physical process and time constraints affect the outcome?  Everyone’s work had to be entered in an exhibition.  Most chose the Juried student exhibition or the Scholarship exhibition. The students were required to take their artists statements to the University writing lab for consultations  Kirsten Spilka did a piece about reading tea leaves.  Rebecca Benner a local expert on tea leaves came to the crit to tell our fortunes.
Students read the Logic of Laughter from Arthur Koestler’s Act of Creation.
Katie and Sean saw Janis Wunderlichh’s ceramic work at the Sir Real Show  at the Kent State University Gallery, curated by Kirk Mangus.

We took a field trip to Part Object Part Sculpture at the Wexner Center and visited the Ohio State ceramics department.  Paul Simon gave us a tour.
Austin Miller went to the Functional Ceramics Workshop in Wooster Ohio in April.
Donna’s article Terracotta and the London Natural History Museum was published in Ceramics Technical.
Summer 2006

Cheryl Shepherd taught Back to Basics a class for public school teachers.

Donna, Eric Cowan and Bernadette Houk traveled to Istanbul, Turkey to the 4th Student Triennial at Marmara University.  Eric and Bernadette participated in an exhibition there and Donna presented a paper on the Local/Global.
Beth Lindenberger was chosen as the artist for Arts Lift.  Working with 10 students from Akron-area high schools to create large-scale, permanent ceramic sculpture installations for the Cuyahoga Valley Environmental Education Center in Peninsula
Katie Mitchell and Sean LeMasters did an internship at Stan Hywet. 
FALL 2006
Advanced students:  Katie Mitchell (LeMasters), Austin Miller, Bob Barrett, Patrick Reilly, Frances Nichols, Bernadette Houk, Austin Miller,  Sean LeMasters, and Eric Cowan.  Karyn Ludlam took an independent study to prepare for her junior review.
Eric Cowan broke his hip early in the semester and was not able to attend class for the rest of the semester.  He did make a heroic effort and attended a critique of his work by Michael Mercil.
Del Rey Loven became chair of the Myers School of Art.
Alum Carol Ohl fired her Naboragama for the 9th time.  The firing went well.  Alum Bob Yost took his usual place as the person to bend himself double and to load the kiln.  Donna, Cheryl and student Bob Barrett helped fire the kiln and were able to each have pieces fired.
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Beth Lindenberger taught ceramics II and became co-curator of the All the Difference exhibition.
Students worked with installation artist Michael Mercil on his project, Ghosts and Shadows.  Michael had three nearly 2000 pound sculptures that he had carved in Sweden shipped to the Myers School of Art.  Michael and his mold making specialist, Candace Black worked with students, faculty and staff from the 3-D areas to create molds of each of the three stone sculptures.
  The three pieces were then cast in plaster.  The six pieces, three stone and three plaster, were then shipped to Cincinnati where they were exhibited at the Aronoff Center for the Arts.[image: image31.jpg]



Students in advanced ceramics worked with metals students in a collaborative production class.  Each production class member paired with a graphic designer from John Morrison and Chris Hoots classes.  The graphic designers created business cards and identities for each of the metals and ceramics students. John Morrison’s student Matt Graber designed a logo for the event that had formerly been called the Holiday Sale.  The new identity was Akron Artisans Fine Art Sale.  Kevin Concannon, our contemporary art historian shared his research for the exhibition:  Production:  Artists Multiples on view in the Emily Davis Gallery.  The Production class installed an exhibition called Our Work featuring work done in a production mode using a number of different techniques.
Students designed their display and planned and promoted the Akron Artisans Fine Art Sale, learned new technologies and made new work
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Austin Miller had his ceramic sculpture, Thirst accepted in the Ohio Undergraduate Ceramics Exhibition at the University of Toledo.
Karyn Ludlam and Austin Miller took the Artist as Entrepreneur Institute sponsored by Community Partnership and reported their findings at a noon lecture/discussion.
In the 13th SOFA Chicago 2006 wrap-up report it was reported that “new clients, younger collectors respond to growing mix of media, both two and three-dimensional”.  At every level it seems that the barriers between old distinct disciplines are breaking down.

 Clevelander, Viktor Schreckengost,  aged 100 received the National Medal of the Arts in a ceremony at the White House.  Celebrated as the most versatile American ceramic artist of the 20th century, Schreckengost has produced everything from traditional-sized ceramic vessels to monumental sculptures for the Cleveland Zoo and Lakewood High School.  They weigh more than 30 tones each and might be the largest ceramic sculptures ever made.
Spring 2007

Advanced ceramic students participated in a class project:  Sivic Service.  The goal of the project was to give as many businesspeople and city and county officials a good experience with working with an artist.

Students also made pots and sculpture for the wall display of the exhibition, All the Difference:  works in clay.
Traci Yost Schar began teaching children’s ceramic classes at the Wayne Center for the Arts in Wooster.
Fall 2007
Over 100 students and Alumni participated in the Exhibition, All the Difference:  works in clay.  A semester long series of lectures and events culminated in a luncheon and symposia in December. 
 

Events included:

“Curator Talk” with Rod Bengston & Beth Lindenberger

“Floors” by Donna Webb

“All the Choices: Studios” Alumni Panel with Jim Klein and David Reid, Emily Ulm, Woodrow Nash and Warren Harrison moderated by Beth Lindenberger..

“Scary Stories” by Donna Webb

“Decisions” Lecture by Bill Busta

“Changes in the Craft World” Panel with Dorothy Shinn, Bruce Metcalf and Graham McLaren moderated by Donna Webb



Post script
In the last ten years, the ceramic department became more integrated with the metals and sculpture areas.  The work included much more mixed media work.  Students with undergraduate degrees in ceramics from the Myers School of Art often went on to graduate school in sculpture. In l992 Ptah graduated with an MFA in sculpture from San Francisco State.  In 1993 Charles Pillietiere graduated with an MFA in sculpture from Ohio University followed by Nichola Kinch, MFA sculpture Tyler 2004 and Angela White, MFA sculpture Virginia Commonwealth in 2009.    Students exhibit more frequently while still in school and have access to an endowment provided my Mary Myers that encourages them to apply for travel scholarships.   More students apply to graduate school and subsequently live and work elsewhere.  More professional support systems are helpful to these students.   Though they have to be every bit as persevering as the earlier groups they tend to see themselves as professionals earlier and find and create support systems.  Cities and other governments are beginning to realize that the arts have an economic impact.  In 2001 the Craft Organization Directors Association Economic Impact Survey estimates that there are 127,000 crafts people in the United States.  According to the CODA publication the craft movement has become an invisible industry in the past twenty five years and crafts-both traditional and contemporary have become a major contributor to the mainstream of the American economy.  The estimated contribution of the crafts is 14 billion dollars in 2001 and growing every year since.  Ceramic artists make up about 19% of those contributing craftspeople.  This economic environment allows students and the society to take ceramic artists more seriously than they did in earlier years.
The exhibition, All the Difference:  works in clay was a success with more than 100 participating artists.  Many of these were alumni from the Myers School of Art.  All had contributed to the program in some way.  

My hope is that the friends and experiences you have had at the Myers School of Art will continue to enrich your lives and that you will keep in touch.

Donna Webb

2009

Thanks to all who helped support this project.  They are too numerous to count but they include:
Paulene Franks

Dean Jim Lynn

Del Loven

Rod Bengston

Tracy Graham

The gallery staff

Beth Lindenberger

Dominic Falcione

Chris Hoot 

Monday, February 12, 2024
88th Juried Student Exhibition
The University of Akron Myers School of Art
150 E. Exchange St.

10 am - 5 pm

Does that mean that the first juried student exhibition was in 1936?

� Dr. Emily Davis, front row, middle


� “New Studios Give Brighter Outlook to Akron U Artists.” The Plain Dealer (Cleveland, Ohio) 25 February, 1950.


� Beacon Journal, vol 59, no. 14, November 4, 1947.


� Detail, Mosaic,  M. Dachiell and E. Davis, 1958, relocated to the new Student Union, 2003.


� 


�   Kiln building, 1971-72


�  Jean Appleby, Beacon Journal article


�   From Jay Ess, June 2007, “I don’t know who is standing in the door way but I think it’s Ron Searls sitting in the chair”.  


� Poster.


�  Mary Ann Flowers and another student mixing clay in South Hall.


�  Unknown student checking the cones of Alpine II


�   Donna Webb in her office/studio in Schrank Hall about 1982.  Photo by Bob Yost.


� Invitation to Dinner with Bob and Mel


� Comic strip found posted in the ceramic studio in spring of 1983.


�  Drawing by Stacy Hunter, 1990.


�  Announcement for Jim Klein’s senior exhibition.


�   David Reid senior exhibition announcement.


� Susie Rowan senior exhibition announcement.


� 


� Image of artists at an opening of Union Image Gallery,  Heather Protz’ gallery on Exchange St.


� Ceramic students on the occasion of Donna’s birthday.


� Participants in Japanese Tea Ceremony


�  Serving Tea


� Bob Yost 


� Joyce Scott and Angela White working on Joyce’s installation in the artist in residence studio in Folk Hall.


�   Janice Troutman working on the  Commemorative tile bench for E.J Thomas Hall


� Sergei Isupov in the ceramic studio.


� Post card of Jack Earl’s work with an anonymous comment about Angie White’s hat.


� 


�  Joe Blue Sky at Donna and Joe’s studio on Dopler.  The work in progress was for Shawnee State University.


� 


� Much Enduring, Tile Installation by Donna Webb and Joseph Blue Sky, Student Union, University of Akron.


� Kate Budd working with sculpture students on Michael Mercil’s mold.


� 


� Alum Ron White participated in the Holiday Sale.


� All the Difference, downstairs gallery.���


� All the Difference Luncheon, Sharon Wagner, Beth Lindenberger, Carol Ohl, Ingebor Wegner.


� All the Difference:  downstairs gallery.





PAGE  
126

[image: image33.jpg]


[image: image34.jpg]


[image: image35.jpg]


